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WHERE IS THE LEVANT?

‘The Levant is a term used for the lands on the eastern coast of the Mediterranean 

Sea, roughly modern Israel, the West Bank, Jordan, Lebanon and Syria



WHERE IS 

ANCIENT ISRAEL?

The exact boundaries of ancient 

Israel weren’t fixed like the borders 

of modern countries, but it covered 

most of the modern State of Israel 

and the West Bank, and at times 

even a part of modern Jordan. The 

name ‘Palestine’ is a geographical 

term from the Roman period for the 

area west of the Jordan River.

Across the Jordan River and the 

Dead Sea to the east were three 

small kingdoms: Ammon, Moab 

and Edom. Together with Israel they 

make up what is usually called the 

‘Southern Levant’.



THE NORTHERN 

LEVANT

The ‘Northern Levant’ covers the area of 

modern Lebanon, Syria and part of 

southern Turkey. During the First 

Temple Period this area was largely 

occupied by kingdoms of the 

Phoenicians on the coast and the 

Arameans in the interior. 

The Phoenicians and Arameans were 

closely related to the Israelites, as they 

are all part of the larger group of people 

speaking a Semitic language. Even the 

Assyrians and Babylonians also spoke 

more distantly-related Semitic 

languages.



ASSYRIA AND 

BABYLONIA

These very kingdoms and 

their peoples were in 

Mesopotamia, which means 

‘between two rivers’, the 

Tigris and Euphrates, which 

flow from Turkey down to the 

Persian Gulf in modern Iraq.

This is where civilisation in 

the ancient Near East (the 

modern ‘Middle East’) first 

arose, and Assyria and 

Babylonia were already very 

old by the First Temple 

Period.



ISRAEL AND 

JUDAH

In the Hebrew Bible, the term ‘Israel’ 

is used for the people, divided into the 

traditional Twelve Tribes and land as a 

whole, and therefore is used as the 

name of David and Solomon’s 

kingdom.

When the two kingdoms split under 

Solomon’s son Rehoboam, the 

northern kingdom continued to be 

called by the name Israel while the 

southern kingdom was called Judah 

because it was focused on the tribe of 

the same name, to which David and 

Solomon’s dynasty belonged.



BASIC GEOGRAPHY

The core territory of the Israelite tribes 

was on the long spine of mountainous 

country that goes up Palestine from 

south the north as far as Galilee.  During 

the First Temple period, Israel and Judah 

were able to control some of the highly-

fertile and well-trafficked lowland areas 

as well.

On the southern part of Palestine’s long 

coastal plain lived the Philistines. They 

were not a Semitic people but came 

from different parts of the 

Mediterranean world like the Aegean 

Islands and Greece. They had arrived in 

Palestine at about the same time as the 

Israelites.



WHEN WAS THE FIRST TEMPLE PERIOD?

 The dates 970 BC and 586 BC are the dates for the 

construction and destruction of the Temple of 

Solomon in the royal capital, Jerusalem. 970 is a 

rough date, it’s hard to say for sure in exactly what 

year Solomon started its construction.

 It is certain that in 586 the Babylonians invaded the 

kingdom of Judah, captured Jerusalem and destroyed 

the Temple. 

 The construction of a new Temple began a few 

decades later after the Persians had taken over the 

areas, including Israel, that had been under 

Babylonian control.



 There are two different timescales that cover the First 
Temple Period: 1) The chronology of the kingdoms of 
Israel and Judah and important political events and 2) 
archaeology.

 Archaeologically, the First Temple Period coincides with 
the Iron Age II period, which is subdivided like this:

 Iron Age IIA: c. 980-830 BC

 Iron Age IIB: c. 830-700 BC

 Iron Age IIC: c. 700-550 BC

 These divisions are primarily based on how pottery, the 
most common thing found in archaeology, changed over 
time. Changes in pottery and other kinds of objects are 
only indirectly, if at all, influenced by political events and 
conflicts.

DIFFERENT TIMESCALES: ARCHAEOLOGY



 The reign of Solomon: c. 970-930 BC

 The northern tribes and Judah split into two 

kingdoms: c. 930 BC

 Shishak, king of Egypt, makes a raid into the 

southern Levant: c. 925 BC

 The Assyrians destroy the kingdom of Israel, and 

makes its territory part of the Assyrian Empire: 722 

BC

 The Assyrians invade Judah but do not capture 

Jerusalem: 701 BC

 The Babylonians put and end to the kingdom of 

Judah and destroy the Temple: 586 BC

DIFFERENT TIMESCALES: EVENTS



SOURCES: THE 

HEBREW BIBLE

The First Temple Period, starting with the reign of Solomon, is told in the 

Hebrew Bible (the Christian ‘Old Testament’) in the books of 1 and 2 

Kings. These books were mostly written during this period, probably in 

stages. 

The Books of 1-2 Chronicles also cover this period but in a different way, 

and they were only written after the destruction of the Temple in 586 BC.

Some parts of this period are also addressed in a few of the prophetic 

booksof the Hebrew Bible like Jereamiah.



SOURCES: 

EXTRABIBLICAL TEXTS

Archaeology has uncovered thousands of 

ancient texts of many different types from 

throughout the Near East that can help to 

flesh out the history of the First Temple 

Period because some mention events also 

described in the Hebrew Bible

Many of these come from Assyrian and Babylonia, where scribes of 

the royal courts kept continuous records of events that effected the 

kingdom or what the king did, like build temples (just like Solomon) 

or wage campaigns against his enemies. These kings also liked to 

boast about their achievements on monuments.



SOURCES: 

ARCHAEOLOGY

Israel is one of the most 

excavated places on the 

planet, so there is a lot of 

archaeological data from the 

First Temple Period

Archaeology can tell us a huge amount about how people lived, including 

what they ate, what and how they built houses and other buildings, the 

art they produced, how they took care of the dead, and much more. 

Artefacts that have come from other regions can tell us who they traded 

with and in what sorts of commodities. It also shows us how all these 

things changed or stayed the same over time. Associating the 

archaeological record with historical events is very tricky and often not 

possible.


