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 have searched vainly for any closer analogies than
 that of the Early Bronze Age "palace" at Ai.
 Not that the plan offers a much more exact
 parallel, but owing to the recognized Hurrian in-
 fluences at Ras Shamra (including "Hurrian"
 metal types in the complex in question) we would
 suggest that M. Schaeffer consider an early north
 Mesopotamian plan. This is first seen in its essen-
 tial simplicity in the Ishtar temple of the E-Schicht
 at Ashur, and Wachtsmuth (Jdl. 1931, pp. 32 ff.)
 considers it close to the "Mitannischer Urbau-

 typus." Where the Ras Shamra "residence"
 acquired its central piers is hard to say, but this
 one point in common with the Ai "palace" is of
 no great value, as M. Schaeffer himself realizes.
 On the other hand, while the Ras Shamra "res-
 idence" has several interesting points in common
 with the north Mesopotamian plan, it seems to
 lack the characteristic bent axis of that building.

 The exceptional importance of this ninth Ras
 Shamra campaign is that it gives us such firm
 ground on which to check the archaeology of the
 inland sites in north and central Syria - one more
 assemblage of archaeological fact from a truly
 remarkable site. ROBERT J. BRAIDWOOD
 THE ORIENTAL INSTITUTE

 UN GRAND PORT DISPARU, TYR, par A. Poidebard.
 Tome XXIX, Bibliotheque Archeologique et
 Historique du Service des Antiquites, Bey-
 routh. Pp. x + 78, with separate atlas of 29
 plates. Paris, Librairie Orientaliste Paul
 Geuthner, 1939. 250 Frs.
 Pere Poidebard, the famous "flying priest" of

 the Roman limes in Syria, here presents a hand-
 some investigation on the largely submerged
 constructions of the port of Tyre. With evidently

 very enthusiastic coSperation from the French
 naval and air authorities, the author made use
 of divers, hydrographic surveyors, and aerial
 photography, and has produced plans of the
 entire port area as well as excellent photographs.
 The conclusion contains petrographic analyses
 and other contributions by various experts.

 Actually, the volume presents little new mate-
 rial for the archaeologist. The survey of the great
 bow-shaped sea-wall to the south, and the break-
 waters which protect it, is, of course, the first such
 accurate attempt made at Tyre (and in all Pales-
 tine and Syria for that matter). Some stone sizes
 and sections are presented, which will be of use
 in the future, expecially if the construction at
 Tyre can ever be dated. But Pere Poidebard is

 able to contribute no information as to the origin
 of the remains, or the cause of their submergence.
 At present the volume amounts to slightly more
 than an interesting exercise in method, but its
 value will become more apparent when investi-
 gations on other harbors and ports are undertaken.

 ROBERT J. BRAIDWOOD
 THE ORIENTAL INSTITUTE

 EARLY IVORIES FROM SAMARIA, SAMARIA-SEBASTE.

 Reports of the Work of the Joint Expedition in
 1931-1933 and of the British Expedition in
 1935, No. 2, by J. D. Crowfoot and Grace M.
 Crowfoot, with a note by E. L. Sukenik. Pp.
 xv+62; figs. 16, frontispiece in color, pls. 25.
 London, Palestine Exploration Fund, 1938.
 This publication makes a valuable addition to

 our knowledge of Oriental ivories. The Samaria
 ivories were found scattered throughout the area
 of the Palace of the Israelite period, although not
 unfortunately in any stratum which could be
 dated precisely. They consist of hundreds of
 small and for the most part fragmentary pieces of
 wall decoration and furniture. In spite of the
 number of fragments, however, the variety of
 motives represented is not great. The description
 of the motives, the tracing of their origins and the
 references to parallels are excellently done. The
 chief subjects represented are: the child Horus,
 Isis and Nephthys, winged human figures,
 sphinxes, animals in combat, lions, bulls and
 other animals, human figures, lotus, palms and
 other ornaments. Although the authors are right
 in emphasizing the great influence of Egyptian
 motives and Egyptian style on these ivories, they
 seem to the reviewer to have gone a little too far
 in some cases. For instance, the lions (pl. ix) have
 the open mouth and shoulder mane found in
 Hittite, not Egyptian, art; the stepped frame of
 the window on the plaque "the woman at the
 window" (pl. XIII) is a feature of Asianic archi-
 tecture in wood; it occurs in Persia, Lycia and
 Ionia (RM. xxxviii-xxxvix, 1923-24, p. 68), and
 its origin is proved by the early architecture of
 Uruk (Christian, Altertumskunde des Zweistrom-
 landes, p. 118). The palm may very well have
 been known to the Semites from early times
 (Barton, Semitic and Hamitic Origins, p. 115 f.)
 and was so often represented by them (cf. May,
 Material Remains of the Megiddo Cult, pp. 36 ff.)
 that it seems unlikely it was borrowed from
 Egypt. The techniques used (and of these the
 Samaria ivories are valuable examples) are
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 Egyptian: inlaying with lapis lazuli, glass or
 paste, plating with gold leaf, or staining.
 With the exception of a few later figures (pl.

 IX) the ivories are all contemporaneous, although
 made by several craftsmen. One may perhaps go
 a little farther than the authors and distinguish a
 number of styles: the fragments on pl. I differ
 considerably from the fragment on pl. II, 2; the
 wings on pls. V, VI, VII all show different pat-
 terns; the drapery on pl. II differs from those on
 pls. I and V, and so forth.

 The authors are inclined to assume that some

 at least of the pieces were made on the spot; as a
 matter of fact, a large unworked piece has been
 found, as well as an unfinished one, but since the
 latter is very awkwardly executed, the reviewer
 would prefer to suggest that the better pieces
 were made elsewhere. In any case, as the authors
 point out, these new ivories are closely related to
 those from Arslan-tash and Nimrud. This rela-

 tionship gives a clue to their date, although the
 slight differences in style and motives must be
 taken into consideration. The provenance of the
 ivories might provide another clue, as it is
 tempting to see in them the decoration of King
 Ahab's (875-851) ivory house, mentioned in the
 Bible. A third clue is offered by letters on certain
 of the ivories, which are dated in the ninth
 century by Sukenik in a special chapter. Although
 a date in the ninth century is most likely, the
 reviewer still is reluctantly inclined to give up the
 connection with Ahab and to assume a date in

 the latter part of the century: the relationship of
 the Samaria ivories with those from the North-

 west Palace in Nimrud seems especially close, and
 these last probably date from the eighth century

 (Barnett, Iraq ii, p. 185). VALENTIN MfULLER
 BRYN MAWR COLLEGE

 ARGOLIS, Band I, Landeskunde der Ebene von

 Argos und ihrer Randgebiete, by Herbert
 Lehmann, with an Introduction by Walther
 Wrede. Pp. xvi+150, pls. 8 and map, figs. in
 text 28. Athens, Deutsches Arch iologisches
 Institut, 1937. RM. 15.
 This first part of a thorough study of Argolis

 by the German Institute deals appropriately
 with the physical geography of the area. The im-
 portance of a knowledge of the details of the
 physical geography of any section to those who
 would understand its cultural history is stressed
 by Wrede in his Introduction. Although geog-
 raphies of Greece as a whole and of parts as large

 as the Peloponnese have appeared before, there
 are very few detailed studies of areas which form
 geographical units. The present volume provides
 an admirable account of one of the most individual
 of these units in Greece.

 A general description of the physical geography
 in which boundaries are carefully defined (and
 color, one notes gratefully, is appreciatively de-
 scribed) is followed by a geological history of the
 whole region in detail, including both the rock
 structure of the enclosing hills and the occasional
 outcrops in the plain and soil analysis of the
 plain. The section on climate deals with atmos-
 pheric pressure and winds, temperature, rainfall,
 humidity, clouds, and water-supply. After a
 description of vegetation, the author proceeds to
 a discussion of habitation from prehistoric times
 to the present day and describes the location and
 geographical character of each of the sites. The
 continuity of habitation on several of the most
 important early settlements, the foundation of
 new centers of habitation as the political and
 economic picture changes, and the growth in
 population in the last century are pointed out.
 Means of communication and their control over
 the life of the area are described. Detailed
 analysis of the cultivation and agriculture, crops
 and flocks, gives the economic geography of the
 region. The book concludes with a summary of
 the historical geography of the area, showing
 the strong influence of the physical geography
 on the historical and emphasizing the great
 individuality of the character of Argolis both as a
 physical and a historical geographical unit.

 There is a fairly extensive bibliography. Statis-
 tical tables, incorporating the material in the
 official Greek records for the period 1894-1930
 (and in some cases 1934), contribute largely to the
 usefulness of the sections on climate and cultiva-

 tion. Charts, graphs and plans are used through-
 out. A good map, 1:50,000, is based on older ones,
 but corrected and supplemented by the investiga-
 tions of the author. Photographs are few but
 chosen to illustrate specific geological and geo-
 graphical points. The repetition in the text of sev-
 eral of the plates, especially as the printing is less
 clear, is of dubious advantage.

 The volume will form not only a splendid foun-
 dation for the proposed future studies in the
 culture of Argolis, but also an estimable model for

 further monographs on the physical geography of
 limited sections of Greece. LucY T. SHOE
 MOUNT HOLYOKE COLLEGE
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