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Abstract
Hearing loss is common among older adults and is associated with poorer communication, social participation, quality of life and cognitive health. Despite this, hearing loss remains under-recognised and undertreated in Australia. The overarching aim of this PhD is to investigate the prevalence, correlates, recognition and management of hearing loss among older Australian adults. Using data from the Australian Eye and Ear Health Survey (AEEHS), this research examines the prevalence and risk factors for hearing loss, its relationship with dual sensory impairment, agreement between self-reported and audiometrically measured hearing loss, and factors associated with hearing aid uptake. It also examines differences across population groups, including culturally and linguistically diverse Australians. By identifying factors associated with hearing loss, its recognition and treatment, this research aims to provide contemporary evidence to support more effective and equitable hearing healthcare in Australia.
