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MIRC Catalyst Workshop Grant
Information Sheet

The Macquarie Minds and Intelligences Research Centre (MIRC) administers the Catalyst Workshop Grant scheme to bring together small groups of participant researchers (four or less) for an incisive workshop on a focused grant application or academic output. The intention is to support a cooperative research activity that will directly and rapidly yield an output relevant to the MIRC, and fosters outcomes that advance the Centre’s research programs.
Workshops should be sharply defined in scope, cooperative in nature, and oriented toward generating clear, near-term research deliverables. 
Each Catalyst Workshop will receive up to USD$7000 in travel support. In addition, each named participant (i.e. The Principal Organiser and up to three invitees) will receive a per-diem at Australian Tax Office approved rates for the hosting country, for a maximum of 3 days. 
All participants must source and fund their own accommodation.

Key Dates
· Applications open: Early July
· Application due date: August 31st, 11:59pm
· Outcomes announced: By September 30th 





Eligibility and Guidelines
· The Principal Organiser should be based at an academic institution in partnership with the MIRC, or based at an institution affiliated with our research hub partners at University of St Andrews, Indiana University and Princeton University. 
· The Principal Organiser must be actively engaged in research at their institution through continuing or fixed-term employment. 
· Any named Principal Organiser can be listed as such in one Catalyst Workshop application only. 
· The Principal Organiser and invitees can be from any career stage. 
· Early Career Researchers (ECRs) are highly encouraged to apply, either as a Principal Organiser or listed as an invitee.
· The workshop must be completed by 31st of August 2027
· If any participant (i.e. Principal Organiser or invitee) needs to withdraw from the workshop, the MIRC should be immediately notified by email: mirc@mq.edu.au 
· Although there are no restrictions on nationality, the MIRC cannot disburse funds to applicants located in jurisdictions subject to sanctions, embargoes, or trade restrictions imposed by the United Nations, Australia, the European Union, or the United Kingdom.

Selection Criteria:
Funding will be awarded on a competitive basis. Applications will be assessed by a selection committee comprised of researchers from the MIRC and partner hubs.
Applications will be evaluated on their merit across the following attributes:
· Clearly articulated workshop focus that identifies a specific gap, tension, or unanswered question in existing knowledge.
· Track record of the Principal Organiser, as evidenced by their CV: Demonstrated research excellence and relevant experience (e.g., workshop coordination).
· Suitability of invitees: A clear and substantive connection between each invitee’s expertise and the workshop’s thematic focus. 
· Workshop Outputs and Outcomes: Potential for meaningful and achievable outcomes, publications, or other scholarly contributions that may contribute to the MIRC. 
· Relevance of workshop’s theme to the research programs of the MIRC: 
· Feasibility of the proposed workshop with the available funding including any co-contributions.

Terms and Conditions
By applying for or accepting a Catalyst Workshop Grant, you acknowledge that you have read, understood, and agreed to be bound by these Terms and Conditions. If you do not agree to these Terms and Conditions, you should not apply. 
	Funding 
	
1. The funding provided may not cover all workshop expenses, and you may be required to demonstrate access to additional financial resources.

2. Funding includes:
a. Travel Costs: Up to USD$7,000. 
b. A Per-Diem allowance for each participant (i.e. Principal Organiser and a maximum of three invitees). This will be paid at the Australian Tax Office mandated rate for the relevant host country, for a maximum of 3 days.
3. Funding is awarded only to workshop participants i.e. The Principal Organiser and a maximum of three invitees. 
4. Accommodation must be self-funded by participants as a co-contribution to the Catalyst Workshop Grant scheme. 


	Payment 
	
5. Participants are expected to use the funds in good faith (e.g., travel).

6. The MIRC can organise or reimburse travel for the participants listed in the application form. 

7. Where reimbursement of specific expenses is permitted, valid tax receipts must be provided.


	Visa 
	8. Participants are responsible for applying for and satisfying the requirements for the issue of an appropriate entry visa to the country hosting the workshop, and for maintaining their visa eligibility for the duration of the workshop.

9. Any fees associated with visa applications or renewals are the responsibility of the participant.

10. Failure to obtain or maintain a valid visa may impact the workshop and may be considered a breach of these Terms and Conditions 


	Duration
	11. Workshops that are over 1 day should be scheduled over consecutive days for no more than 3 days. 

12. If there is anticipation that the workshop cannot proceed as planned, the MIRC must be notified as early as possible.


	Reporting 
	13. The provided Final Report template must be completed and submitted no more than 30 days upon completion of the workshop.

	Publication
	14. Workshop participants must agree that your workshop may be profiled on the MIRC website, social media platforms, and other promotional materials. These profiles are intended to inspire other researchers to apply for funding in the future and may also be used to meet reporting requirements to the Funder. You may be asked to provide photographs to support these promotional activities. 
15. For all publications (academic and non-academic) as well as talks and seminars that directly or indirectly stem from the Catalyst Workshop Grant, it is required to include the following acknowledgement as part of your institutional affiliation and / or in the acknowledgements section:
“This research was supported in part by the Macquarie Minds and Intelligences Research Centre: A Diverse Intelligences Hub, through a grant from the Templeton World Charity Foundation, Inc funder DOI 501100011730 grant doi.org/10.54224/34108. The opinions expressed in this publication are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the views of Templeton World Charity Foundation, Inc”


	Compliance and Conduct
	16. Participants must adhere to the research standards, institutional codes of conduct, and all applicable policies of the workshop host institution. This includes, but is not limited to, compliance with research ethics, workplace behaviour, and academic integrity requirements.
17. You may be required by the host institution to enter into additional agreements, such as non-disclosure agreements or intellectual property agreements. It is your responsibility to understand and comply with the terms of any such agreements. 
18. A breach of the Terms and Conditions includes, but is not limited to:
a. failure to comply with ethical research standards or institutional codes of conduct;
b. misuse of funds;
c. failure to acknowledge the support of the MIRC in publications, presentations, or other outputs;
d. non-compliance with reporting obligations;
e. conduct that damages the reputation of the Catalyst Workshop, the Host Institution, Macquarie University or the Funder; or
f. failure to undertake the workshop activities as proposed (for example, not travelling or presenting).

19. Any breach may result in termination of the grant and recovery of funds already disbursed.


	Liability and Insurance 
	20. You are responsible for obtaining the appropriate travel and health insurance for the duration of the workshop
21. Macquarie University, the Grantor, and the workshop host institution does not accept any liability for personal injury, loss, or damage incurred during your participation in the workshop. 
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