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Children with co-occurring stuttering and speech sound disorders are underrepresented in research. This PhD program of research aims to exploring treatment of children with co-occurring stuttering and speech sound disorder. Specifically, the research will explore whether treatment in one domain has led to changes in the other, non-treated domain, known as cross-domain effects.
Three studies are proposed. The first study was a scoping review that examined the available for the treatment of co-occurring stuttering and speech sound disorders. To identify all available information, the review included both traditional sources (such as database searches) and non-traditional sources (including websites and social media searches). The review found limited empirical evidence, with only six published studies identified. Most clinical guidance was based on expert opinion rather than research evidence. The review highlighted evidence gaps and the need for further research to inform clinical practice.  This study has been published in the America Journal of Speech and Language Pathology https://doi.org/doi:10.1044/2026_AJSLP-25-00312.
One key theme that emerged from the review was concerns regarding possible cross-domain effects during treatment; these concerns appear to be influencing clinical guidelines. To further investigate this phenomenon, two additional studies are proposed. 
First, an interpretative phenomenological study will explore speech pathologists’ experiences of cross-domain effects when working with children with co-occurring stuttering and speech sound disorders. Using semi-structured interviews, the study will gather rich and nuanced insights about how speech pathologists experience, understand and manage any perceived cross-domain effects during intervention. 
The second proposed study is a crossover intervention study. The study is designed to investigate whether direct treatment of one communication domain will have an impact on the other domain. This study aims to provide empirical evidence regarding the presence and nature of cross-domain effects in children with co-occurring stuttering and speech sound disorder.
Together, these studies aim to advance understanding about cross-domain effects and generate evidence to support speech-pathologists clinical-decision when working with this population. 



