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The changing landscape of language outcomes for deaf and hard of
hearing children: The view from 2020.

Developments in a number of related fields over several decades have
contributed to vastly improved language development outcomes in children
with hearing loss. This co-delivered presentation will consider the historical
context for the current situation. It will chronicle the improved language
development outcomes associated with a range of significant factors—not least
being the advent of Universal Newborn Hearing Screening (UNHS) and the
increasing accessibility of cochlear implantation at younger ages.

Within the context of this historical review, the presentation will consider the
evidence base around earlier identification of hearing loss and earlier access to
cochlear implantation. In particular, the presentation will consider data and
conclusions from the Longitudinal Outcomes of Children with Hearing
Impairment (LOCHI) study. The LOCHI study includes more than 450 deaf
and hard of hearing Australian children whose hearing losses were identified
variously through newborn hearing screening or later paths to confirmation and
intervention. The study provides data for both children with hearing aids and those who have received
cochlear implants with outcomes being assessed prospectively at multiple intervals from 6 months to 9
years of age.

Conclusions will be drawn about the current status of language development outcomes for deaf and
hard of hearing children and the predictive value of a range of child, family and intervention factors.
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