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Tone sandhi as a higher level obligatory phonological process is a common feature of many 
Chinese dialects with diverse patterns. Previous studies argued that transparent tone sandhi 
patterns are productive based on a computational mechanism while opaque patterns are not 
productive with allomorph listing only. However, very little work has been done on the 
acquisition of tone sandhi. The current study investigates the acquisition of diverse tone sandhi 
patterns in Xiamen Southern Min, Wenzhou Wu and Baotou Jin to examine the productivity issue 
with a wider perspective. The results show that productivity is a continuum with dialect-specific 
coping strategies for non-application of tone sandhi.  
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