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9:30-10:00 Tea/Coffee and Registration Level 1 Foyer 

10:00-11:15 
Prof Carl Craver (Department of Philosophy, Washington University in St Louis) 
Keynote: Identity and Continuity in Amnesia 

No cognitive faculty is more closely associated with personal identity and continuity over time than episodic 
memory. I use philosophical arguments and neuropsychological evidence to weaken this association. Among the 
novel empirical findings I report are preserved capacity for narration in a scaffolded story-telling test in individuals 
with dense amnesias and preserved sense of personal continuity in a case of an extreme working memory deficit. 
Throughout, I will argue that much of our forensic sense of personal continuity over time can be retained even in the 
face of dramatic episodic memory deficits. 

11:15-12:00 
Dr Muireann Irish (CCD and Neuroscience Australia, University of New South Wales) 
Remembering the Past and Imagining the Future In Dementia - A Matter of Time? 

Neurodegenerative disorders afford a compelling view of the neurocognitive architecture of the brain when distinct 
neural networks break down in a systematic and coordinated fashion. The study of dementia syndromes such as 
Alzheimer’s disease and semantic dementia has illuminated our understanding of how we remember the past, and 
more recently has yielded significant insights regarding how we envisage the future. In this talk, I will present key 
findings from my work on autobiographical memory and future thinking in Alzheimer’s disease and semantic 
dementia, paying particular attention to dissociations across temporal contexts. In this manner, I will demonstrate 
how loss of episodic and semantic memory differentially impacts the capacity to remember and imagine, and how 
the subjective apprehension of time may play a modulating role in these processes. 

12:00-1:00 Lunch/Free Time 

1:00-1:35 
Dr Penny Van Bergen (School of Education, Macquarie University) 
Memory and Identity in Children and Families 

The relationship between autobiographical memory and identity in childhood is undoubtedly complex. While our 
memories of the past inform various aspects of our self-concept, there is also growing evidence that our self-
concept might in turn guide memory. I further investigate this relationship through consideration of three distinct 
cases. In the first, I consider the case of young children who have just begun formal schooling. I highlight the role 
that gender plays in driving their recollections of misbehaviour. In the second, I consider the case of young 
adolescents who have been removed from school for disruptive behaviour. I highlight the internal conflict that these 
adolescents experience when their current educational pathway deviates from their life script. In the third, I consider 
the role of silence in family narratives. I present the case of a grandmother attempting to forget the tension that 
marred a recent family birthday. In all three cases, I show how concepts of self can act as filters to moderate our 
memories.   



	  

	   2 

1:35-2:10 
Anke Snoek (CAVE, Macquarie University) 
Amnesia in Addiction: About the Motivational Force of Identity 

Craver argues that, contrary to a popular belief in philosophy, people with amnesia still possess many of the 
capacities required to be a self. In this presentation I will focus on his conclusions about the ability to value one’s 
future when one is lacking episodic memory. Using his method of clinical moral philosophy I will analyse qualitative 
interviews with heroin and alcohol dependent people. Many of them show signs of amnesia, either because of their 
drinking or because of supressed trauma. Many show signs of impaired identity, which seems to be linked to the 
gaps in their episodic memory. Although they still express a feeling of identity, this identity is not strong enough to 
have motivational force: to propel them into the future. Although they have identity, and although they value a 
personal future, both aspects seem to be not connected. People with impairment in their episodic memory might 
qualify as selves, but are lacking the motivational force of the self. The same seems to be the case with KC. He has 
the capacities, but he seems not to be able to use them. By dividing episodic memory into manageable units that he 
can analyse separately and put together again, Craver destroys what he seeks to understand. What makes us a self 
is the interaction between episodic memory, self and future. 

2:10-2:45 
Prof Amanda Barnier (CCD, Macquarie University)  
Landscapes of Amnesia (and Identity) in Experimental Cognitive Psychology 

Like Craver (2012), my work on memory first was inspired by questions about “the remembered self” in amnesics 
(Hirst, 1994). I will describe three epochs of (my and the field’s) research on forms of amnesia and implications for 
identity: (1) research on clinical cases of extreme “functional” forgetting; (2) research on intentional forgetting in 
everyday autobiographical memory; and (3) research on social memory, distributed cognition and conversational 
practices of voicing and silencing. I will argue that the shaping and holding of identity over time within remembering 
systems is as interesting and perhaps much more common than sudden disruptions of the remembered self. 

2:45-3:15 Tea/Coffee Level 1 Foyer 

3:15-3:50 
Dr Rochelle Cox (CCD, Macquarie University) 
Mistaken Beliefs About the Self and Their Impact on Memory 

In this paper I discuss two mistaken beliefs about the self and the ways in which they influence memory. I focus on 
identity delusions, which are mistaken beliefs about one’s personal identity, and erotomania, which is the mistaken 
belief that one is loved from afar by another person. In both of these delusions, patients recall specific, detailed 
memories that support their mistaken beliefs. I describe my research using hypnosis to model these delusions in the 
laboratory. During a hypnotic identity delusion, high hypnotisable subjects appear to have difficulty accessing 
autobiographical memories that are no longer consistent with their deluded identity. During a hypnotic erotomania 
delusion, subjects confabulate memories and misinterpret social information in a way that serves their delusion. I 
discuss these findings in the context of the Self-Memory System model of autobiographical remembering, which 
highlights the reciprocal nature of self and memory. 

3:50-4:35 
Assoc Prof Dominic Murphy (History and Philosophy of Science, University of Sydney)  
Is the Self a Story? 

Many philosophers and psychologists believe some version of a narrative thesis about self knowledge, or even, 
more strongly, selfhood. The thesis is sometimes put as the claim that self-knowledge takes a narrative form. Other 
versions say that the self just is a narrative, or is brought into existence by narration. Either way, storytelling and 
selfhood are supposed to go together like cycling and steroids. I try to set out the terrain a bit more clearly by 
distinguishing two ambitious philosophical ventures in which narrative accounts of the self are embedded. I call 
them ersatz Cartesianism and ersatz Kantianism. What they have in common is the use of narrative to naturalize 
the self, thereby avoiding the unacceptable metaphysics that are bound up with full-blooded Cartesianism or 
Kantianism. I argue that Carl Craver’s paper adds to a growing body of evidence that the narrative idea of self-
knowledge cannot support the ersatz Kantian project – which sees the self as a locus of moral responsibility and 
agency -but that the situation with the ersatz Cartesian project is different. This project aims to naturalize the self by 
explaining it as emerging from layers of underlying mechanisms. This project might still be viable even if the claims 
about memory are dropped. 

4:35-5:15 Discussion 
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Invited	  Speakers	  
	  

 

Prof Carl F. Craver 
Department of Philosophy 
University of Washington at St. Louis, USA 
 
Carl Craver is a philosopher of neuroscience with side interests in the history and 
philosophy of biology, general philosophy of science, metaphysics, and moral 
psychology. His 2007 book, Explaining the Brain, develops a framework for thinking 
about the norms of scientific explanation in physiological sciences such as neuroscience. 
His forthcoming book (with Lindley Darden), Searching for Mechanisms: Discoveries 
Across the Life Sciences, develops a mechanistic view of discovery in biology. He is 
working (with Shayna Rosenbaum, York University) to study deficits in agency and moral 
reasoning in people with amnesia. Other research interests include general work on the 
nature of scientific explanation, the norms of progress for experimental instruments and 
techniques, and the difference between modeler's and maker's knowledge of the brain. 

  
 
 

 

Dr Muireann Irish 
ARC Centre of Excellence in Cognition and its Disorders, Neuroscience Research 
Australia 
University of New South Wales 
 
Muireann Irish completed her PhD in Psychology in 2008 at Trinity College Dublin, 
Ireland, in which she investigated mechanisms of autobiographical memory dysfunction 
in Mild Cognitive Impairment and Alzheimer’s disease. She joined the FRONTIER team 
in 2010 and has continued her research exploring episodic and autobiographical 
memory in frontotemporal dementia. 
 
More recently, Muireann has developed a new line of research investigating how 
damage to the memory system in neurodegenerative conditions affects the ability to 
imagine possible future events. Using a combination of behavioural and neuroimaging 
techniques, she is particularly interested in the brain regions which underpin these 
complex endeavours. Muireann was awarded an Australian Research Council Discovery 
Early Career fellowship (DECRA) in 2012 to continue her research on remembering and 
imagining in dementia syndromes. 

  
 
 

 

Dr Penny Van Bergen 
School of Education 
Macquarie University, Australia 
 
Penny Van Bergan’s research focuses both on the development of autobiographical 
memory across the lifespan and on the interaction between memory and children's 
emotion development. Following on from her doctoral research, in which she 
investigated the ways in which parent-child reminiscing facilitates young children's 
autobiographical memory and emotion knowledge, she has also explored: (i) school 
children's recall of salient emotional events, such as schoolyard conflicts; (ii) the ways in 
which children's socio-emotional skills, such as emotion understanding and perspective-
taking ability, contribute to memory; and (iii) the ways in which parent- and teacher-talk 
contributes to memory. In Penny’s most recent project - a collaboration with researchers 
from Cognitive Science and Psychology - she tracks the discussion techniques that 
families use to support one another's memories from childhood to old age. 
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Anke Snoek 
Research Centre for Agency, Values and Ethics 
Macquarie University, Australia 
 
Anke Snoek is a PhD candidate at the Research Centre for Agency, Values and Ethics. 
In her thesis Anke will examine the impact of addiction on the moral self-conception, 
practical identity, and values of drug addicted persons themselves and compare it to 
perceptions currently informing treatment. She will test and refine philosophical accounts 
of the elements of responsible agency and self-control against the scientific data of an 
empirical study, and develop a set of recommendations for ethical and effective public 
policies and practices in the addictions field. 
 
Anke graduated at the University for Humanistics in the Netherlands. She specialized in 
qualitative research and philosophical research and was involved in a project concerning 
the art of life in the footsteps of the late Foucault. For four years Anke worked as a 
researcher at IVO. IVO is a Dutch scientific bureau for research in the field of lifestyle 
and addiction. She did projects for local municipalities, local health authorities, care 
agencies and ministries. She specialized in project where addiction care organizations, 
clients and scientists work together in order to increase evidence based working in 
addiction care. 

  
 
 

 

Prof Amanda Barnier 
ARC Centre of Excellence in Cognition and its Disorders 
Macquarie University, Australia 
 
Amanda Barnier’s research involves investigations of autobiographical remembering and 
forgetting, drawing on concepts and approaches from hypnosis and posthypnotic 
amnesia and from experimental and clinical work on memory. She works with an 
interdisciplinary team of cognitive psychologists, philosophers and neuropsychologists at 
Macquarie and beyond. Her current research explores relationships among individual 
memory, individual memory in small groups, and small group “collective memory”. 
Amanda is interested in the costs and benefits of remembering alone vs. together and 
focusing on when and how remembering with a long-term partner helps memory, 
especially as we age. She also maintains a strong interest and experimental research 
program in hypnosis: how it works and how it can be used to understand everyday and 
clinical distortions of perception, memory, action and belief. 
 
Amanda is very interested in communicating the results of her research and of 
psychology, memory, and hypnosis in general to the broader community. She has 
participated in educational programs for primary and secondary school students, and 
she has contributed to science communication programs on television, radio, in print, 
online and via guest lectures. 
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Dr Rochelle Cox 
ARC Centre of Excellence in Cognition and its Disorders 
Macquarie University, Australia 
 
Rochelle Cox is a postdoctoral researcher in the ARC Centre of Excellence in Cognition 
and its Disorders, and the Department of Cognitive Science at Macquarie University. Her 
main research interests include belief formation, hypnosis, delusions, the spread of 
misinformation, and autobiographical memory. She also teaches selected undergraduate 
and postgraduate courses, supervise research students and participate in community 
and science outreach activities. 
Most of Rochelle’s published work involves using hypnosis to temporarily model clinical 
symptoms such as delusional beliefs. By modeling these symptoms, she develops 
techniques that encourage people to revise or abandon their delusions. She uses 
hypnosis in this way to investigate links between normal and abnormal belief formation. 
For example, hypnosis is a situation where psychologically healthy individuals can adopt 
unusual beliefs. Thus, this research may shed light on belief transference in the general 
population such as the social sharing of misinformation. 

  
 
 

 

Assoc Prof Dominic Murphy 
Unit for History and Philosophy of Science  
University of Sydney, Australia 
 
Dominic Murphy is the Director of the Unit for History and Philosophy of Science at the 
University of Sydney. His main areas of interest are in the philosophy of the cognitive 
and biological sciences, especially issues in psychiatry and cognitive neuroscience. He 
has further interests in evolutionary theory, the history and philosophy of biology and 
medicine, moral psychology, epistemology and bioethics. Dominic's main current project 
is a book on self-representation. This looks at recent work on the self in the cognitive 
neurosciences and social psychology and considers the implications of this work for 
some philosophical ideas about the nature and function of the self and its relation to 
theories of cognitive architecture. He is also working on delusions, psychopaths and the 
role of model-building in the inexact sciences. 

 


