
Representations of Ancient Australia – Sample Lesson Plan 

Nicole Marshall, Museum of Ancient Cultures, Macquarie University 

Subject: Ancient History (Year 11) Period: X 

Topic: Ancient Australia – Representations in history  Lesson Time: 45 mins 

Period Begins: XX:XX               Period ends: XX:XX Class size: XX 

Syllabus Outcomes:  

AH11-3 analyses the role of historical features, individuals and groups in shaping the past 

AH11-4 accounts for the different perspectives of individuals and groups 

AH11-7 discusses and evaluates differing interpretations and representations of the past 

AH11-9 communicates historical understanding, using historical knowledge, concepts and terms, in appropriate and well-structured forms 

Lesson Outcomes: 

 Students will address their own preconceptions of 
Ancient Australia  

 Students will develop an understanding of different 
representations of Ancient Australian history and the 
evidence and values that support these 
representations 
 

Assessment (Diagnostic/Formative/Summative) 

 Brainstorm and record preconceptions (diagnostic)  
 Presentation of findings (formative)  

Equipment /Resources:  

 Teacher laptop and projector (student laptops optional). 
 Short video clip: https://www.sbs.com.au/learn/you-are-here (Occupation: Native Title Classroom Clips 2: Untold History) 
 Interactive website with possible paths of arrival http://sahultime.monash.edu.au/explore.html  
 Sources for student investigation 
 Representations of Ancient Australia Worksheet 

 

The key/foundational ideas addressed in this lesson are:   

The representations of Ancient Australia and what shaped these and the importance of evidence.  

 

  

https://www.sbs.com.au/learn/you-are-here
http://sahultime.monash.edu.au/explore.html
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Lesson Plan 

Stages/Timing Teacher Activity Student Activity Resources Required 

Introduction  

5 mins 

 

1.1 Ask students about their 
perceptions of Australian history.  

 

 

1.1 Discuss knowledge of 

Australian history and what it 

includes.  

N/A – Could use whiteboard, butchers’ 

paper, classroom response systems, etc. 

to list student responses and 

suggestions. 

Body of Lesson 

4 mins 

 

6 minutes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

20 minutes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.1 Play ‘Untold History’ Clip 

 

2.2 Ask questions about video clip. 

1) What does Bruce Pascoe say 

about the accepted history of 

Australia?  

2) What does he suggest about 

representations of Ancient 

Australia? What idea are 

these representations based 

on? 

 

3.1 Split class into groups of 3-5 

students (2 or 4 groups). Assign half 

the groups the hunter-gatherer topic 

and the other half the origins and 

longevity topic. Provide each group 

with corresponding sources.  

 

 

2.1 Watch ‘Untold History’ clip. 

 

2.2 Answer questions and 

participate in classroom discussion 

about video clip and its 

implications.  

 

 

 

 

3.1 Students to consider the 

provided resources within their 

groups.  

 

 

 

 

 

Occupation: Native Title Classroom Clips 

2: Untold History (video clip) – available 

at https://www.sbs.com.au/learn/you-are-here 

Worksheet:  
Representations of Ancient Australia Worksheet. 

 

 

 

 
 

Sources for student investigation. 

Recommended sources: PIX Magazine 

cover; Little Brown Picaninnies 

Children’s book;  

 

 

 

N/A – Presentation can take any form. 

E.g. oral presentation, Prezi, 

https://www.sbs.com.au/learn/you-are-here
https://www.mq.edu.au/about/about-the-university/faculties-and-departments/faculty-of-arts/departments-and-centres/department-of-ancient-history/ancient-history-for-schools/representations-of-ancient-australia
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10 minutes  

(5 minutes each 

group) 

3.2 Have groups present their 

findings to the rest of the class 

3.2 Students to present findings to 

the class 

PowerPoint, submitted notes to be 

handed to other class members, etc. 

Review/Conclusion  

 

 

4.1 Discuss changes in perceptions 4.1 Discuss changes in 

perceptions 

N/A 

Homework:  
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Reflection: Response 
 

 What assumptions did I make when I planned 
this lesson? 

 Where these assumptions correct/incorrect? 

 What impact did these assumptions have on 
the effectiveness of the lesson? 

 How could I do things differently next time? 
 

 

 

Evaluation Strongly Agree Agree Neutral Disagree 

 Pre-planning proved effective     

 T & L strategies were effectively implemented     

 I was able to generate a sense of purpose     

 A high level of student participation was achieved     

 My questioning was clear, concise and logically 
sequenced 

    

 Pupils were interested and self disciplined     

 The resources used were appropriately graded     

 Instructions were clear and easily understood by students     

 I recognised and catered for individual differences     

 I established and maintained an effective learning 
environment 
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What were the most effective elements of the lesson? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
What were the least effective elements of the lesson? 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
If I was to repeat the lesson what would I change?  What could I improve? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


