
CURRENT ARCHAEOLOGICAL DIGS IN ISRAEL 
Sites, project aims, discoveries and links to further information and images of finds & 

the archaeological process 
 
Information largely supplied by the Biblical Archaeology Society, Find a Dig,  
<http://digs.bib-arch.org/> 
 
Abel Beth Maacah   Geographic Location Northern Israel 
Periods of Occupation Bronze Age, Iron Age, Medieval through Modern times 
Dig Directors A/Prof. Robert A. Mullins, Azusa Pacific University  

Dr. Nava Panitz-Cohen, Hebrew University of Jerusalem  

Description in brief 

Located at the meeting point of Israel, Phoenicia and Syria and strategically 
positioned between Dan and Hazor, the northern site of Abel Beth Maacah is 
possibly the capital of the Aramean kingdom of Maacah (Joshua 12:5; 2 Samuel 
10:6, 8). The excavation at this cultural crossroads will expose more than the 
Biblical past; scholars hope to examine cultural exchange and urban interaction 
during the second and first millennia B.C.E. 

Website http://www.abel-beth-maacah.org 
 
 Apollonia-Arsuf  Geographic Location Six miles north of Tel Aviv, on the shores of Herzlia 
Periods of Occupation Roman, Byzantine, Early Arab, Crusader 
Dig Directors Prof. Oren Tal, Tel Aviv University 

In collaboration with the University of Tübingen, Germany 

Description in brief 
Though the site is dominated by the ruins of a substantial 13th-century 
Crusader fortress, over 30 years of near-continuous excavations have revealed 
an impressive port city with roots dating back to the time of the Phoenicians 
and continuing through the Islamic Period. 

Website http://archaeology.tau.ac.il/?page_id=4668 
   
Ashdod-Yam   Geographic Location On the Mediterranean coast in modern Ashdod, 3 miles northwest of Tel 



Ashdod 
Periods of Occupation Bronze Age through Crusader period 

Current Dig: Iron Age II, Hellenistic 

Dig Directors 
Dr. Alexander Fantalkin, Tel Aviv University 
Dr. Angelika Berlejung, University of Leipzig (Germany) and Stellenbosch 
University (South Africa) 

Description in brief 

The fate of Ashdod-Yam (Ashdod-by-the-Sea) was always connected to the 
capital city of Ashdod, one of the five major Philistine cities during the Iron Age. 
After Ashdod revolted against the Assyrians in the late 8th century B.C., the 
army of the Neo-Assyrian king Sargon II took over the cities Ashdod, Gath and 
Asdudimmu. The excavations will shed light on the modes of Assyrian imperial 
control of subjected areas, clarifying the nature of interaction between 
different peoples in the Mediterranean melting pot at Ashdod-Yam. 

Website http://www.ashdod-yam-archaeological-excavations.com/ 
   Ashkelon   Geographic Location Ashkelon, Israel 
Periods of Occupation Early Bronze to Crusader 
Dig Directors Prof. Lawrence E. Stager, Harvard University 

Dr. Daniel M. Master, Wheaton College 

Description in brief 

After nearly two and a half decades of excavation by Harvard University, the 
site of Ashkelon—located on the pristine beaches of the Mediterranean—has 
produced extraordinary finds from the Bronze Age through the Crusader 
period, including the oldest known arched gateway, the massive ramparts of 
the Canaanite city and the remains of the Philistine city utterly destroyed by 
Nebuchadnezzar in 604 B.C.E. 

Website http://digashkelon.com/ 
   Bethsaida  
Geographic Location 1 mile off the northern shore of the Sea of Galilee 
Periods of Occupation Iron Age, Hellenistic, Roman 
Dig Directors Prof. Rami Arav, University of Nebraska at Omaha 
Description in brief In the New Testament, Bethsaida was the site of some of Jesus’ most important 

miracles and the birthplace of three apostles. Underneath may lie the fortified 
city of Geshur from the Old Testament. A tunnel that appears to link the palace 



to the area between the city walls has begun to be excavated. This may be the 
first ‘escape tunnel’ such as those described in the Bible to actually be 
discovered in archaeology. 

Website 

 
http://world.unomaha.edu/bethsaida/mission.php 
 http://www.unomaha.edu/international-studies-and-programs/bethsaida/index.php   

  
 Ein Gedi  

Geographic Location At the foot of the Judean Mountains, on the western shore of the Dead Sea, 
between the nature reserves of Nahal David and Nahal Arugoth. 

Periods of Occupation Bronze Age, First Temple period, Second Temple period, Byzantine 
Dig Directors Dr. Gideon Hadas, Israel Exploration Society 

Description in brief 
The Jewish settlement in Ein Gedi began at the end of the First Temple Period 
in the 7th century BCE, and ended in the 6th century CE.  That is to say, in the Ein 
Gedi Oasis Jewish settlement existed continuously for about a thousand years. 
Ein Gedi village is the only Jewish settlement from the 6th century that has been 
excavated on the shore of the Dead Sea. 

Website https://sites.google.com/site/eingediexcavations/home 
  
Ein el-Jarba  
Geographic Location Jezreel Valley, 3km south of Yoqneam 
Periods of Occupation Early Chalcolithic (6th mil. BCE) 

Early Bronze Age (4th mil. BCE) 
Dig Directors Katharina Streit, Hebrew University of Jerusalem 

Description in brief 

Ein el-Jarba is an Early Agricultural Settlement in the Jezreel Valley. Two periods 
of occupation have been uncovered. In the Early Bronze Age stratum, several 
oval houses with complete vessels on floors, as well as working surfaces and a 
silo have been uncovered. The earlier Wadi Rabah layer is represented by a 
plastered surface and circular stone installation. The site is marked by an 
exceptional frequency of obsidian fragments and tools, finely decorated 
ceramics and a range of small finds, such as beads, worked ceramic shards, flint 
tools and figurines. 

Website  https://eineljarba.wordpress.com  



https://www.facebook.com/eineljarba  
 
 
Hippos-Sussita  
Geographic Location Northern Israel, 12 miles from Tiberias east of the Sea of Galilee 
Periods of Occupation Hellenistic to Umayyad 
Dig Directors Dr. Michael Eisenberg, University of Haifa 

Description in brief 

Hellenistic and Roman site of Hippos (Aramaic Sussita) was founded in mid-
second century B.C.E. as one of the 10 Decapolis cities. The local population 
came to fully embrace Greek life and culture and Hellenistic values dominated 
nearly every aspect of civic and private life, including architecture, religion, 
literature and sport. Archaeologists have uncovered the extraordinary remains 
of a large, well-planned Greco-Roman city, complete with a main colonnaded 
street, a broad rectangular-shaped forum, Roman fortifications, luxurious public 
baths and major temples. 

Website http://hippos.haifa.ac.il/ 
  
Horvat Kur  
Geographic Location Northwestern shore of the Sea of Galilee 
Periods of Occupation Bronze Age, Iron Age, Hellenistic, Roman, Byzantine 

Dig Directors 
Prof. Jürgen K. Zangenberg, University of Leiden (The Netherlands)  
Dr. Stefan Münger, Bern University (Switzerland) 
Dr. Raimo Hakola  University of Helsinki (Finland) 
Prof. Byron McCane, Wofford College (Spartanburg/SC, USA)  

Description in brief 

The goal is to explore the cultural history and material heritage of the region 
with a special focus on the Bronze and Iron Age city on Tel Kinrot and the 
Roman-Byzantine village on Horvat Kur. The project investigates living 
conditions and cultural influences on a region that formed the spacial context 
for the early Jesus movement and early Christianity as well as for local Jewish 
communities during the Roman and Byzantine periods. 

Website http://kinneret-excavations.org/?page_id=30 
https://www.facebook.com/Horvat.Kur/ 

  
Jaffa  
Geographic Location Tel Aviv - Jaffa 



Periods of Occupation Late Bronze Age, Iron Age, Persian Period 
Dig Directors A/Prof. Aaron Burke, UCLA (University of California, Los Angeles) 

Dr. Martin Peilstöcker, University of Mainz 

Description in brief 

Situated on a high promontory overlooking the sea, the city of Jaffa (ancient 
Yapu) has been a port of call for sailors, merchants and soldiers for over 4,000 
years.  By the Late Bronze Age it had become a major port and garrison of the 
Ancient Egyptian New Kingdom Empire. It continued as an Egyptian control 
point and provisioning center for more than 300 years. What was the 
relationship between the Egyptian garrison in this fortress and the local 
Canaanite population? The city continued to be an important administrative 
and commercial center through the Iron Age until the end of the Ottoman 
period. 

Website http://www.nelc.ucla.edu/jaffa/ 
 
 
Jezreel  

Geographic Location On the foothills of the Gilboa, between Megiddo and Beth Shean. It is 5.5 miles 
south of Afula; 31 miles southwest of Tiberius; 56 miles northeast of Tel Aviv; 
87 miles north of Jerusalem 

Periods of Occupation Continuous from the Neolithic Period through to the Ottoman era. 
Dig Directors A/Prof. Jennie Ebeling, University of Evansville and the American Schools of 

Oriental Research 
Dr. Norma Franklin, University of Haifa 

Description in brief 

Consisting of an upper city, known as Tel Jezreel and a lower site, known as Ein 
Jezreel (the fountain of Jezreel), Jezreel was a sentry site located on the ancient 
international east-west highway, the Via Maris (Way of the Sea) and also 
controlling the north-south junction with the mountain route that leads to 
Samaria and on to Jerusalem (the biblical ‘Way of the Patriachs’). This fact, 
together with the spring on the edge of the fertile Jezreel Valley ensured that 
the site was continuously occupied from the Neolithic to late 
Ottoman/Mandate times. Jezreel is the arena of the dramatic Biblical epic of 
the dispute over Naboth’s vineyard, the place where King Joram of Israel and 
King Ahaziah of Judah rode out to their deaths and the scene of Queen 
Jezebel’s dramatic death below the hooves of usurper Jehu’s horses. So far the 
team have documented 25 cave tombs; 35 rock-cut tombs; 21 ancient quarries; 
94 walls from various periods; 57 agricultural installations; and 68 of an 
estimated 100 plus rock-cut cisterns. Highlights include firm evidence for an 
extensive settlement by the spring and a large rock-cut winery that possibly 
belongs to the period of Naboth. 

Website http://jezreel-expedition.com/ 
https://www.facebook.com/JezreelExpedition/ 



 
  
Khirbet el-Eika  
Geographic Location Galilee 
Periods of Occupation Hellenistic 
Dig Directors Dr. Uzi Leibner, Hebrew University of Jerusalem 

Description in brief 
Investigating the Galilee during the Hellenistic period. Aims to clarify the 
material culture, settlement patterns and ethnic identity of the local population 
of Hellenistic Galilee. This is imperative for understanding the ethnic and 
cultural background against which early Christianity, and later, rabbinic 
Judaism, developed in the Galilee. 

Website https://www.facebook.com/Hellenistic-Galilee-Project-Khirbet-el-Eika-excavations-336207106571663/ 
 
 
Khirbet Qeiyafa  

Geographic Location 
30km southwest of Jerusalem, on the summit of a hill that borders the Elah 
Valley on the north. This is a key strategic location in the biblical Kingdom of 
Judah, on the main road from Philistia and the Coastal Plain to Jerusalem and 
Hebron in the hill country 

Periods of Occupation Iron Age, early 10th century BC; Hellenistic 
Dig Directors Prof. Yosef Garfinkel, Hebrew University of Jerusalem 

Mr. Saar Ganor, Israel Antiquities Authority 

Description in brief 

The fieldwork lasted from 2007 to 2013. Now the expedition concentrates on 
the analysis of the finds and writing the final excavation reports. The biblical 
narrative relating to the establishment of a kingdom in Biblical Judah has been 
much debated. Were David and Solomon historical rulers of an urbanized state-
level society in the early 10th century BC, or was this level of social development 
reached only at the end of the 8th century BC, 300 years later? Recent 
excavations at Khirbet Qeiyafa, the first early Judean city to be dated by C14 
dating, clearly indicate a well-planned fortified city in Judah as early as the late 
11th-early 10th centuries BC. 

Website http://qeiyafa.huji.ac.il/ 
 
 
 
Khirbet el-Maqatir  



Geographic Location 14km north of Jerusalem 
Periods of Occupation Middle Bronze Age III, Late Bronze I, Iron I,  

Late Hellenistic, Early Roman, Byzantine 
Dig Directors Dr. Scott Stripling, Wharton County Junior College and Houston Baptist 

University 

Description in brief 

The location of the city of Ai mentioned in Joshua 7:8 has long been a matter of 
mystery and controversy. We believe we have now collected enough 
geographic, historical and archaeological evidence to demonstrate that Khirbet 
el-Maqatir is the Ai of Joshua. The discoveries include a rare 15th century BCE 
Egyptian scarab, a Late Bronze I city gate and wall system, large amounts of 
pottery from the time of Joshua, remains from the Judges period, evidence of 
destruction by fire, ancient coins, a first century AD city/town and a Byzantine 
monastery. 

Website http://www.biblearchaeology.org/page/Join-us-in-our-search-for-Joshuas-Ai.aspx 
 
 
Kursi Beach Excavation  
Geographic Location East shore of the Sea of Galilee 
Periods of Occupation Byzantine 
Dig Directors Dr. Haim Cohen, University of Haifa 

Prof. Michal Artzy, University of Haifa 

Description in brief 

It is believed that this was the settlement of Kursi mentioned in the Talmud, or 
the “Land of the Gadarenes,” or “Land of the Gergesenes” mentioned in the 
New Testament as the place where Jesus cast out demons into a herd of pigs 
during the Miracle of the Swine. An ancient Hebrew marble inscription has 
already been discovered. Aerial footage along with Ground Penetrating Radar 
(GPR) suggest a vast site waiting to be uncovered, including an ancient harbour, 
buildings, roads and many other interesting archaeological features. 

Website http://kursibeach.haifa.ac.il/ 
  
Legio 
Geographic Location Jezreel Valley 
Periods of Occupation Roman (2nd-3rd centuries CE), Byzantine (4th-7th centuries CE) 

Dig Directors 
Dr. Matthew Adams, W. F. Albright Institute for Archaeological Research  
Yotam Tepper,  Tel Aviv University and Israel Antiquities Authority 
Prof. Jonathan David, Gettysburg College (USA) 



Description in brief 

During the reign of the Roman emperor Hadrian (117-138 CE), an imperial 
legion was stationed in the consular province of Judea at Legio VI Ferrata (the 
Sixth Ironclad Legion). It was deployed more than three decades after the First 
Jewish Revolt (67-70 CE) and sometime before the Bar-Kokhba rebellion (132-
136 CE). It remained stationed in Judea through most of the 3rd century CE. 
Excavations have confirmed the location of the Legion’s base. This excavation of 
a Roman military headquarters with clear ties to major political and cultural 
events in the formative years of Rabbinic Judaism and Christianity is exciting in 
itself, but Legio also provides an incredible new window into the Roman 
military occupation of the eastern provinces. 

Website http://www.jezreelvalleyregionalproject.com/   http://www.jezreelvalleyregionalproject.com/legio.html 
  
Manot Cave  
Geographic Location Western Galilee 
Periods of Occupation Middle - Upper Paleolithic (circa 55,000 years ago) 

Dig Directors 
Prof. Israel Hershkovitz, Tel Aviv University 
Dr. Ofer Marder, Ben Gurion University 
Dr. Omry Barzilay, Israel Antiquities Authority 

Description in brief 

Manot Cave is a unique site, combining an active stalactite cave with 
depositions of human occupation. Most of the finds date to the period in which 
modern humans and Neanderthals lived in the Levant and the identity of the 
humans who lived in the cave is still to be determined. The excavation hopes to 
explore questions surrounding the spread of modern humans from Africa into 
Europe through the Levant. 

Website https://www.facebook.com/manotcaveproject 
  
Mount Zion  
Geographic Location Central Jerusalem/Old City 
Periods of Occupation Early Roman to Ottoman 

Dig Directors 
Prof. Shimon Gibson, University of North Carolina at Charlotte, Albright 
Institute of Archaeology and University of the Holy Land 
Prof. James D. Tabor, University of North Carolina at Charlotte 

Description in brief 
The excavation is just outside the Ottoman-era walls of the Old City of 
Jerusalem. Two thousand years ago the area was well within the city walls of 
Jerusalem and bustling with activity. It was situated at the end of the city’s main 
street and recent excavations have revealed the incredibly well preserved 



houses of some of Jerusalem’s wealthiest families of the first century C.E.  
Website https://digmountzion.uncc.edu/  https://www.facebook.com/groups/digmountzion/ 
  
Shikhin/Asochis  
Geographic Location Lower Galilee, near Nazareth 
Periods of Occupation Hellenistic to Roman 
Dig Directors A/Prof. James Riley Strange, Samford University, Birmingham, Alabama 

Prof. Mordechai Aviam, Kinneret College and Institute of Galilean Archaeology 

Description in brief 
Explores life in Jewish Galilee in the Hellenistic and Roman periods. The hilltop 
village of Shikhin is located a short walk from Sepphoris, the largest city of 
Roman Galilee. It was an important Roman pottery and lamp production 
centre.  

Website http://www.samford.edu/arts-and-sciences/excavations-at-shikhin 
  
Tel Akko  
Geographic Location Akko 
Periods of Occupation Early Bronze, Middle Bronze, Late Bronze, Iron Age, Persian and Hellenistic 

Periods, with a current focus on Iron II and Persian 

Dig Directors 
A/Prof. Ann E. Killebrew, Pennsylvania State University 
Prof. Michal Artzy, University of Haifa 
Dr. Michael Sugerman, University of Massachusetts Amherst 

Description in brief 

Located on the Mediterranean Sea at the only natural harbor in the region, 
Bronze and Iron Age Akko appears in ancient Egyptian, Ugaritic, Assyrian, Greek 
and Biblical documents as a major trade emporium. Tel Akko is a 22 hectare 
mound located on the edge of the modern city of Akko. Excavations have 
uncovered remains of Canaanite, Sea Peoples, Phoenician, Assyrian, Persian 
and Greek culture. The project combines excavation, survey, geographic 
information systems (GIS), conservation, heritage studies and public 
archaeology. 

Website http://people.umass.edu/sugerman/Akko/Akko_Home.html  https://www.facebook.com/TelAkkoProject/ 
  
Tel Azekah   



Geographic Location Judean foothills, 20 miles southwest of Jerusalem 
Periods of Occupation Bronze Age through Roman period 

Dig Directors 
Prof. Oded Lipschits, Tel Aviv University 
Prof. Manfred Oeming, University of Heidelberg, Germany 
Dr. Yuval Gadot, Tel Aviv University 
In collaboration with Macquarie University, Sydney, Australia 

Description in brief 

An ancient Biblical stronghold overlooking the magnificent Valley of Elah, where 
tradition holds that David battled with Goliath. Azekah was an important 
border fortress and regional center that flourished due to its strategic location 
along one of the main routes leading from the coast to Jerusalem. The mighty 
Assyrian king Sennacherib called this Judahite stronghold that an eagle’s nest 
with towers that project to the sky like swords. 

Website https://azekah.org/ 
https://www.facebook.com/LautenschlaegerAzekahExpedition 

   
Tel Bet Yerah  
Geographic Location Lake Kinneret (Sea of Galilee) 
Periods of Occupation Early Bronze Age, Hellenistic and Early Islamic 
Dig Directors Prof. Raphael Greenberg, Tel Aviv University 

Dr. Sarit Paz, Hebrew University of Jerusalem 

Description in brief 
Excavations have revealed Tel Bet Yerah as a major regional centre of the Early 
Bronze Age (3500-2300 B.C.). The site grew from a small village into a thriving, 
fortified city with evidence of advanced urban planning and civic 
administration.  

Website http://archaeology.tau.ac.il/arch_files/projects/betyerah/ 
 
  
Tel Beth Shemesh 
Geographic Location Between Jerusalem and Tel Aviv 
Periods of Occupation Bronze and Iron Ages 

Dig Directors 
Dr. Shawn Bubel, University of Lethbridge (Alberta, Canada) 
Dr. Zvi Lederman, Tel Aviv University 
Dr. Shlomo Bunimovitz, Tel Aviv University 
Dr. Dale W. Manor, Harding University (Arkansas, USA) 



Description in brief 
During the Late Bronze and Iron Ages, Tel Beth-Shemesh was located at the 
geographic meeting point of three different ethnic and cultural groups 
(Philistines, Canaanites and Israelites), making it an ideal site to investigate 
ancient geopolitical, social and cultural dynamics at a border zone. 

Website http://ifrglobal.org/programs/me/israel-tel-beth-shemesh-2016 
http://www.biblewalks.com/Sites/BeitShemesh.html 

 
  
Tel Burna  
Geographic Location The Judean Shephelah (lowlands) 
Periods of Occupation Late Bronze and Iron Ages 
Dig Directors Dr. Itzhaq Shai, Ariel University and Bar Ilan University 

Description in brief 

The site bordered the kingdoms of Judah and Philistia in the Iron Age. It was a 
fertile area that supported agricultural production and finds so far include a 
Late Bronze Age (Canaanite) public building with a large assemblage of cultic 
finds inclufing masks, figurines, feasting vessels, etc. The project contributes to 
our understanding of the status of Jerusalem in the Iron Age and the political 
structure of Philistia. 

Website https://telburna.wordpress.com/ 
https://www.facebook.com/TelBurna/ 

 
  
Tel Dan  
Geographic Location Northern Israel, 6 miles from Kiryat Shemonah 
Periods of Occupation Project focus: Bronze Age, Iron Age, Hellenistic Period, Roman Period 

Dig Directors 
Dr. David Ilan,  Hebrew Union College 
Dr. Yifat Thareani, Hebrew Union College  
A/Prof. Jonathan Greer,  Grand Rapids Theological Seminary and Hesse 
Memorial Archaeological Laboratory 

Description in brief 

Situated at the base of snow-capped Mount Hermon on the headwaters of the 
Jordan, Dan was an important settlement from the Neolithic period (ca. 5,000 
BCE) through the early modern period. Archaeological highlights include 
massive Early Bronze Age fortifications (ca. 2900-2200), the earliest preserved 
mudbrick arched gate in the world (ca. 1900-1500 BCE), a spectacular treasure-
filled Mycenaean tomb from the Late Bronze Age (ca. 1500-1200 BCE), an early 
Iron Age I agrarian settlement that some associate with the Israelites (ca. 1200-
1000 BCE), major fortifications and what is apparently an Israelite temple from 
the Iron Age II (ca. 1000-700 BCE), various figurines, statues, and inscriptions 



from the Persian, Hellenistic and Roman periods. The most famous find from 
Tel Dan is a stela, likely commissioned by Hazael of Aram sometime in the 9th 
century BCE, identifying a Judahite king from the "house of David" and thus 
providing the only extra-biblical reference to King David. 

Website http://www.teldanexcavations.com/ 
 
  
Tel Dor  
Geographic Location 12 miles south of Haifa, on the coast 
Periods of Occupation Canaanite through Byzantine 

Dig Directors 
Prof. Ilan Sharon, Hebrew University in Jerusalem 
A/Prof. Ayelet Gilboa, University of Haifa  
A/Prof. Assaf Yasur-Landau, University of Haifa 
A/Prof. Rebecca Martin, Boston University 

Description in brief 

Dor was inhabited for about 2200 years and has produced one of the longest 
archaeological records of east Mediterranean coastal archaeology. Dor is 
important to the study of the northern Canaanites, Sea People and Phoenicians; 
the northern Israelite Kingdom; the Neo-Assyrian conquest in western Asia; and 
the participation of the Levant in the east Mediterranean “koiné” during 
the Persian, Hellenistic and Roman periods. Dor is at the forefront of the 
application of archaeological sciences in such fields as radiocarbon dating, 
sediment analysis, residue analysis, computerized archaeology, archaeo-
zoology and fabric analysis of ceramics. 

Website http://dor.huji.ac.il/ 
http://dorproj.wix.com/dorproj 

 
  
Tel Eton 
Geographic Location South-eastern part of the Judean Shephelah (lowlands), just below the Hebron 

hills, 11km southeast of Lachish 
Periods of Occupation Early Bronze, Middle Bronze, Late Bronze, Iron, Persian, Hellenistic 
Dig Directors Prof. Avraham Faust, Bar-Ilan University 

Description in brief 
Excavations have focused on the large eighth-century BCE Judahite town 
identified with Biblical Eglon, which was destroyed by the Assyrian emperor 
Sennacherib in 701. The widespread destruction layer sealed artefacts and 
architecture in situ, giving a clear look at how the residents interacted with 
their architectural spaces and material culture and how the city fell. 



Website http://www.biu.ac.il/JS/le/teleton/index.htm 
 
  
Tel Gezer  
Geographic Location Between Tel Aviv and Jerusalem 
Periods of Occupation Bronze Age, Iron Age, Hellenistic 
Dig Directors Prof. Steven Ortiz, Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, Texas 

Dr. Sam Wolff, Israel Antiquities Authority  

Description in brief 

Gezer is a site of great Biblical significance that is associated with both Joshua 
(Joshua 10) and King Solomon (I Kings 10:15–16). It is also mentioned in several 
extra-Biblical texts associated with Thutmosis III, Merneptah and Tighlath-
Pileser III. The site is important for exploring models of state development, 
ethnic and political borders, the nature of Egyptian hegemony during the Late 
Bronze Age II and the process of urbanization and city-planning from the Late 
Bronze Age to the Iron Age IIB. 

Website http://www.telgezer.com/ 
 
  
Tel Gezer Regional Survey 
Geographic Location Tel Gezer surrounds 
Periods of Occupation Bronze Age, Iron Age, Hellenistic 
Dig Directors Dr. Eric Mitchell, Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, Texas 
Description in brief The scope of this program is to explore, chart and survey the immediate 

environs surrounding the ancient city of Gezer, including the Iron Age rock cut 
tombs and thirteen inscribed boundary stones. 

Website http://www.tandyinstitute.org/excavation/archaeological-field-projects/gezer-regional-survey/ 
 
  
Tel Gezer Water System Project 
Geographic Location Tel Gezer  
Periods of Occupation Bronze Age 
Dig Directors A/Prof. Dan Warner, New Orleans Baptist Seminary 

Dr. Tsvika Tsuk, Israel Nature and Parks Authority 
A/Prof. James Parker, New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary 



Prof. R. Dennis Cole, New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary 

Description in brief 
The project specifically explores the water system of ancient Gezer and aims to 
understand the function and design of what is now the largest and perhaps 
oldest water system in the Ancient Near East. It consists of a keyhole-shaped 
entrance and a large stepped shaft/tunnel leading down to a large water pool, 
which connects to a large, recently-reopened cavern. 

Website http://www.nobts.edu/ArchaeologyCenter/Excavation%20Project.asp 
http://nobtsarchaeology.blogspot.com.au/ 

 
  
Tel Hazor  
Geographic Location North of the Sea of Galilee 
Periods of Occupation Bronze Age, Iron Age 
Dig Directors Prof. Amnon Ben-Tor, Hebrew University of Jerusalem 

Description in brief 

Hazor was a major city of northern Israel during the Bronze and Iron Ages. 
Hazor and its kings are mentioned in the militaristic boasts and diplomatic 
correspondences of ancient Near Eastern rulers, while the Book of Joshua 
famously refers to Hazor as “the head” of all the Canaanite kingdoms. Hazor 
dwarfed the rest of the major cities of the Israelite kingdom of David and 
Solomon, including Jerusalem and remained a principle settlement in the 
northern kingdom of Israel until the Assyrian ruler Tiglath-Pileser III destroyed it 
in 732 B.C.E. Excavations have revealed so far 22 strata of occupation, the 
earliest dating to the 18th century BCE. Amidst those layers, archaeologists 
have uncovered the impressive remains of a grand Canaanite and then Israelite 
city that was once only known from history and the Bible. Among the major 
discoveries have been colossal Canaanite temples and buildings, curious cultic 
statues and installations, an expansive city water system and a famous 
monumental six-chamber gate widely attributed to Solomon. 

Website http://hazor.huji.ac.il/ 
 
  
Tel Kabri 
Geographic Location Near Acco and Nahariya, in a quiet rural setting within the western Galilee 
Periods of Occupation Middle Bronze Age (early second millennium BCE) 

Dig Directors 
Prof. Eric Cline, George Washington University 
Dr. Assaf Yasur-Landau, University of Haifa 
Dr. Andrew Koh, Brandeis University 



Description in brief 
The site of Tel Kabri has what may be the earliest-known Western art found yet 
in the Eastern Mediterranean. Floor and wall frescoes painted in an Aegean 
manner, probably by Cycladic or Minoan artists, as well as the oldest and 
largest wine cellar in the ancient Near East have been discovered within a 
building identified as a Middle Bronze Age Canaanite palace. 

Website https://digkabri2015.wordpress.com/ 
 
  
Tel Lachish  
Geographic Location In the Judean lowland (Shephelah), 60km southwest of Jerusalem 
Periods of Occupation Bronze Age, Iron Age 

Dig Directors 
Prof. Yosef Garfinkel, Hebrew University of Jerusalem 
Prof. Michael G. Hasel, Southern Adventist University, Tennessee 
Martin G. Klingbeil, Southern Adventist University, Tennessee 

Description in brief 

Lachish was the second most important city in Judah after Jerusalem. Its 
destruction in 701 B.C. was famously recorded on the walls of Sennacherib’s palace 
at Nineveh. Previous excavations at Lachish have revolutionised our understanding 
of the pre-Israelite Late Bronze Age Canaanite city and the later history of Judah. 
The current expedition concentrates on the Iron Age, 10th-9th centuries BCE in order 
to investigate how the economy, administration, international connections, writing, 
cult and art developed in the first 200 years of the Kingdom of Judah.  

Website http://www1.southern.edu/lachish/ 
 
  
Tel Megiddo  
Geographic Location Jezreel Valley, 60 miles northeast of Tel Aviv 
Periods of Occupation Bronze and Iron Ages 

Dig Directors 
Prof. Israel Finkelstein, Tel Aviv University 
Dr. Matthew Adams, W. F. Albright Institute for Archaeological Research  
Dr. Mario Martin, Tel Aviv University 

Description in brief 

Megiddo is the jewel in the crown of Biblical archaeology. Strategically perched 
above the Jezreel Valley, it guards the most important land route in the Ancient 
Near East—the Via Maris leading from Egypt to Mesopotamia. Megiddo 
dominated international traffic from c. 7000 B.C.E. through the Biblical era and 
today is considered one of Israel’s most significant archaeological 
sites. Excavations at Megiddo revealed layer upon layer of human occupation 
covering the entire span of the Bronze and Iron Ages. The monumental Early 



Bronze Age temples of Megiddo have no parallel in the entire Levant. In the 
Late Bronze Age, the Egyptian pharaoh Thutmose III captured the city. During 
the Iron Age, successive Israelite kings built massive palaces and fortifications 
throughout the city as well as an extraordinary waterworks system. The site is 
perhaps most famous for its appearance in the Book of Revelation, where it is 
designated as the site of the final battle between the forces of good and evil. 

Website 
http://www.tau.ac.il/~archpubs/megiddo/ 
https://www.sites.google.com/site/megiddoexpedition/ 
https://www.facebook.com/The-Megiddo-Expedition-177169252396904/?ref=py_c 

 
  
Tel Tsaf  
Geographic Location Near Beth Shean in the Jordan Valley 
Periods of Occupation Middle Chalcolithic (5200–4600 BCE) 
Dig Directors Dr. Danny Rosenberg, University of Haifa 

Dr. Florian Klimscha, German Archaeological Institute, Berlin 

Description in brief 

An important site for studying the transition to complex societies in the Near 
East. This large site is distinguished by its superb preservation of mudbrick 
architecture and organic materials, its burials, the earliest metal object found in 
the southern Levant, and evidence for large-scale storage and long distance 
trade. Tel Tsaf’s superb preservation offers ideal conditions to study social and 
economic organisation of the community at the household and community 
levels during the Neolithic–Chalcolithic transition in the Near East.  

Website https://www.facebook.com/Tel-Tsaf-Excavation-Project-485046511663688/ 
  
 
Tell es-Safi/Gath  
Geographic Location Between Jerusalem and Ashkelon in southern Israel 
Periods of Occupation Continuous from Chalcolithic (5th millenium BCE) until modern times 
Dig Directors Prof. Aren Maeir, Bar-Ilan University 

Description in brief 

Tell es-Safi is the Philistine city identified as Biblical Gath, one of the five cities 
of the Philistines and the home of the giant Goliath. David fled to Gath when he 
was being chased by the vengeful Saul and the Ark of the Covenant was said to 
have been brought here when it was captured by the Philistines during the 
battle of Ebenezer. The Philistines of Gath were key players in the formation of 
Israelite and Judahite identity. Tell es-Safi boasts one of the largest multi-
periods tells in the Levant. Finds include Early Bronze Age houses, cultic finds, 



rare Philistine burials and the so-called “Goliath” inscription—a small sherd 
inscribed with two non-Semitic names possibly related to the name 
Goliath. There is evidence of the destruction wrought by King Hazael of 
Damascus during the late ninth century BCE, a large stone altar with two horns 
and a unique ivory bowl. 

Website 

https://gath.wordpress.com/  https://www.facebook.com/TellesSafiGath  And see:  http://education.nationalgeographic.org/news/case-study-tell-es-safigath-excavations/ 
 
  
Tell Halif  
Geographic Location Southern Israel, on the southwestern flank of the Judean Hills  15km northeast 

of Beersheba 
Periods of Occupation Continuous from Chalcolithic (5th millenium BCE) until modern times 
Dig Directors Prof. Oded Borowski, Emory University, Atlanta 

Description in brief 
Significant Early Bronze Age remains have been found, as well as remnants of a 
Late Bronze “Egyptian” residence, a fortified Iron Age city, including domestic 
dwellings, a textile workshop and food preparation areas, all destroyed by the 
Assyrian king Sennacherib in 701 BCE and a large collection of Persian period 
figurine fragments. The site may be Biblical Rimmon. 

Website https://itellhalif.wordpress.com/  http://www.bibleinterp.com/articles/halif357921.shtml 
 
  
Tell Keisan  
Geographic Location Northern Israel, 15km northeast of Haifa, near the ancient border between 

coastal Phoenicia and the kingdom of Israel.  
Periods of Occupation Bronze, Iron, Persian, Hellenistic 
Dig Directors A/Prof. David Schloen, University of Chicago 

A/Prof. Gunnar Lehmann, Ben-Gurion University of the Negev 

Description in brief 

Due to its strategic location, the site served as a gateway between the 
Mediterranean coast and Israelites living inland. Tell Keisan therefore provides 
a unique perspective on the cultural, religious and economic interactions 
between Phoenicia and Israel from the era of David and Solomon until the 
Assyrian conquest in 722 BCE. The project explores influential Phoenician 
culture in the period when the seafaring Phoenicians were pioneering new 



methods of shipping, trade and communication around the Mediterranean Sea 
that were adopted by the Greeks and transformed the ancient economy. 

Website https://keisan.uchicago.edu/ 
  
Temple Mount Sifting Project 
Geographic Location Mt. Scopus, Jerusalem 
Periods of Occupation Iron Age II through the Ottoman period 
Dig Directors Prof. Gabriel Barkay, Bar-Ilan University and Hebrew University 

Zachi Dvira, Bar Ilan University 

Description in brief 

In 1999 construction of an underground mosque on the Temple Mount (the site 
of the Al-Aqsa Mosque) began.  About 400 truckloads of soil saturated with 
archaeological artefacts from all periods in the history of Jerusalem, were 
removed and dumped in various locations, mainly in the nearby Kidron Valley. 
These works were illicit and disregarded Israeli antiquities laws which require a 
salvage excavation prior to any construction in an archaeological site. In a 
proper archaeological excavation the exact location and context of artefacts are 
documented, and the finds are removed with great care. When an 
archaeological site is excavated brutally with heavy machinery, ignoring the 
context and finds, major archaeological data are lost and can never be 
retrieved. However, out-of-context finds that are recovered from 
archaeological sites still preserve some valuable archaeological information. 
These finds, when studied thoroughly, can increase the information about the 
site, especially if it hasn’t previously been excavated, such is the case with the 
Temple Mount. Since November 2004, archaeologists and volunteers have been 
carefully sifting through this debris to recover whatever archaeological 
information can be obtained. So far thousands of ancient coins have been 
recovered, as well as jewellery, arrowheads, fragmented architectural remnants 
from Second Temple period monumental structures, Iron Age seals, bullae, 
figurines, Egyptian scarabs, weights and thousands of other finds. 

Website https://templemount.wordpress.com/ 
  
Tiberias  
Geographic Location Northern Israel, on the western shore of the Sea of Galilee, 1km south of 

modern Tiberias.  
Periods of Occupation Early Roman to Early Islamic 
Dig Directors Dr. Katia Cytryn-Silverman 
Description in brief Tiberias was founded in 19 CE and became a focal point of culture and 

commerce in northern Israel. By the fourth century the city had become a 



major destination for Christian pilgrims touring the many Holy sites of the 
Galilee region. Excavations have uncovered an impressive array of Late Antique 
remains, including a bathhouse, a large Byzantine urban villa and an enigmatic 
colonnaded building that was long held to be a Byzantine market. Recently, 
however, a reassessment of this colonnaded structure has shown that the 
building may not be a market area but rather a congregational mosque from 
the Early Islamic period.  

Website http://tiberias.huji.ac.il/  https://www.facebook.com/tiberiasexcavations 
  
Timna  
Geographic Location Southern Israel, Arava Valley 
Periods of Occupation Chalcolithic, Early Bronze, Late Bronze, Iron Age, Roman, Islamic 
Dig Directors Dr. Erez Ben-Yosef, Tel Aviv University  

Description in brief 

The project focuses on copper ore deposits in the southern Arava. Excavations 
and surveys attempt to address issues in Late Bronze and Iron Age archaeology 
of the southern Levant, including the history of copper production technology 
and the introduction of iron. The project questions the nature of 13th-9th 
centuries BCE desert societies and the impact of the intense copper production 
on social processes, regional and global political interactions and the economy 
of the southern Levant at that period. The project collaborates with specialists 
in multiple subfields of archaeology, including science and geology, to explore 
one of best-preserved ancient mining and smelting regions in the world. 

Website http://archaeology.tau.ac.il/ben-yosef/CTV/  https://www.facebook.com/CentralTimnaValleyProjectCtv/ 
 
 
 
 


