
  

Lake Mungo Sources PowerPoints: Teachers Notes 

Stone Artefacts, Middens and Fireplaces 

Slide 4:  

Discussion point answers: It is usually not possible to directly date stone tools as the stone is usually 

much older than the tool made from it – directly dating the stone tool will tell you the age of the 

stone, and not when the tool was shaped. 
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Discussion point answers: Ancient Australian’s diets also consisted of plant materials, which have 

often have not survived. As such, middens cannot tell us about the plant-based part of Ancient 

Australian diets. 

 

Burials and Footprints 
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Further notes about current locations of Mungo Lady and Mungo Man 

▪ While Mungo Lady was returned to her Country in 1992, reburial has problems as the lake is 

continuously eroding and a special keeping place hasn’t yet been constructed. Therefore, 

she currently resides in a safe in Mungo National Park. There are two keys required to open 

the safe – one is held by scientists, the other by the traditional owners, ensuring that both 

groups must agree before anything can be done with Mungo Lady.  

▪ Mungo Man is still at the Australian National University while discussions continue regarding 

research potential and traditional owners’ desire to have both remains back, reburied in 

their Country. Returning to Country in death is an important part of Australian Indigenous 

culture 

http://www.visitmungo.com.au/where-are-they-now  

Note about the absence of images of the remains 

▪ The removal and display of Aboriginal remains is still a controversial issue today. These 

ancestral remains are extremely important culturally to the traditional owners of the 

Wiillandra Lakes region, the Ngiyampaa, the Mutthi Mutthi and the Paakantji peoples. The 

Australian Aboriginal people often suppress images of people who have passed away as a 

form of mourning and respect. Protocols for the use of images and names of individuals who 

have passed away vary between different cultural groups, and liaison with the communities 

is required to determine an appropriate method for using these names and images. Out of 

sensitivity to the importance of these remains to the traditional owners and to the 

Australian Aboriginal people today, I have chosen not to include images of the remains of 

Mungo Lady and Mungo Man within this presentation. 
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Discussion point answers: Mungo Lady (and Mungo Man) is one of the oldest human remains 

discovered that is anatomically similar to modern humans – that is people like us today.  
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Discussion point answers: Mungo Man was a hunter-gatherer – he often threw a spear with his right 

arm. The damage to his right arm shows wear and tear commonly associated with having used a 

woomera (a tool used to help throw a spear at greater speed and with greater force than possible 

with the human arm alone) to throw a spear for many years.  

Mungo Man’s missing teeth may be the result of a ritual – some rituals involved knocking out teeth 

or marking and/or changing the body in particular ways. For instance, a clubbed foot could mean 

someone was a carradhy or ‘clever man’ (e.g. Pemulwuy). 
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Discussion point answers: The footprints show a path the Ancient Australian people took, likely 

following drying lakes north for greater food resources. Researchers have used the footprints to 

identify approximate heights for the people who left them, and to identify the approximate speeds 

at which they were travelling.  

The footprints of the one-legged man have also raised additional questions – did he lose his leg in a 

fight of some description (man or beast)? Did the Ancient Australians have amputations? 


