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Establishing ethically appropriate ways of engaging with those who lack capacity to consent 
is challenging in the context of healthcare and medical research. We propose to address 
these challenges by exploring a new approach using the concept of recognition. Recognition 
involves a certain kind of acknowledgment and practical engagement with another that 
affirms them as more than a mere thing, irrespective of their capacity.  
 
In this workshop we will explore what behaviours and dispositions constitute recognition on 
the part of practitioners/researchers, and what benefits might derive from such behaviours 
and dispositions. This workshop will consider whether recognition of those who lack 
capacity is best achieved through proxy/surrogate decision making, assent or a new 
approach altogether.  
 
To help explore these ideas, some of us will examine the case of nonhuman animals. 
Whereas problems arise when dealing with humans who lack capacity precisely because the 
structure of many ethical and legal frameworks assumes a rational, capacitous human as its 
default subject, there is no such presumption in the case of our dealings with animals. 
Instead, there is an acknowledgement that by virtue of the nature of their being, animals 
are unable to consent so that clinicians (veterinarians) need to find alternate ways of 
recognizing their patients in order to deliver respectful and appropriate care.  

 

  



Program 

9.30 – 9.45 Welcome and introductions 

 Recognition and how it might be achieved for those who lack 
capacity – Conceptual focus  

9.45 - 11.15 Recognition theory – Nick Smith  

Risk, harm and reification - Anna Smajdor 

The limits of participation in decision-making – Rebecca Brown 

11.15 – 11.45 Morning Tea 

 Recognition and how it might be achieved for those who lack 
capacity – Nonhuman animals 

11.45 – 1.00 Recognizing nonhuman selves - Jane Johnson 

Vets and their patients - Anne Fawcett  

Can researchers apply 'recognition' to their experimental animals? 
- K-lynn Smith 

1.00 – 1.45 Lunch 

 Recognition and how it might be achieved for those who lack 
capacity – Humans 

1.45 – 3.30 Person centred care and people with intellectual/learning 
disabilities – Vikki Entwistle  

Gaps in the paternalism debate around children and the mentally 
incapacitated – Jane Wilson 

Incapacity and vulnerability in research - Wendy Rogers 
 
Recognition, redistribution, capacity and public health – Stacy 
Carter 
 

3.30 – 3.45 Afternoon break 

3.45 – 4.45 Where to from here? 

 

 

 

* This workshop was funded by the Macquarie University Research Centre for Agency, 

Values and Ethics (CAVE) and a Macquarie University Arts Themed Workshop Grant.  


