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The European 

Union’s 2030 

Biodiversity 

Strategy

In May 2020, the European Union (EU) adopted its new Biodiversity

Strategy for 2030, as part of the EU Green Deal. The current

strategy builds on the previous strategy (2011-2020) and existing

legislation (such as the main biodiversity laws in the EU, the Birds

and Habitats Directives). In spite of the legal frameworks and

strategies, many habitats and species in the EU are in an

unfavourable conservation status. The new biodiversity strategy

aims to step up the protection and restoration of nature, including

commitments such as protecting at least 30% of land and sea and

to develop a legally binding framework for restoration. The strategy

aims to contribute to the post 2020 Biodiversity Framework, that is

currently under preparation for the next Conference of Parties of the

Convention on Biological Diversity.
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Prof. An Cliquet

An Cliquet is a professor of international
environmental and biodiversity law at Ghent
University (Belgium). She teaches courses on
international and European environmental and
biodiversity law, law and ethics on marine nature
conservation, international law and sustainability,
and public international law in general. She is also
involved in the M.Sc. “Management of
conservation areas” at the Carinthian University of
Applied Sciences (Klagenfurt, Austria), in which
she teaches the legal aspects on the management
of protected areas. She is a member of the IUCN
World Commission on environmental law and the
European Environmental Law Forum.

An Cliquet is conducting research in the field of
international and European biodiversity law, with
recent research focusing on ecological restoration
law; climate change and nature conservation; and
biodiversity law in the European Union. She is
supervisor of several PhD researchers, on topics
like European restoration law; ecological refugees;
gender and biodiversity; a rights-based approach
to conservation; the protection of ecosystem
services in the Congo basin; wildlife trade; the
protection of transboundary watercourses under
biodiversity law; access and benefit sharing of
genetic resources; the protection of the
environment during armed conflict; ecological
restoration in China; the protection of the Virunga
National Park in Congo.

She has (co-)authored over a 100 publications,
including recent publications such as: Telesetsky,
A., Cliquet, A. & Akhtar-Khavari, A., Ecological
Restoration in International Environmental Law,
Routledge, 2017, 318p.; Cliquet, A., International
and European law on protected areas and climate
change: need for adaptation or implementation?,
Environmental Management, 2014, 54: 720-731;
Cliquet, A & Schoukens, H, Terrestrial protected
areas, in J. Razzaque & E. Morgera (eds.),
Biodiversity and Nature Protection Law,
Encyclopedia of Environmental Law, Edward Elgar
Publishing, 2017, 110-122.Cliquet, A., Ecological
restoration as a legal duty in the Anthropocene, in
M. Lim (ed.), 'Charting Environmental Law Futures
in the Anthropocene', Springer, 2019, 59-70;
Cliquet, A, EU Nature Conservation law: fit for
purpose, in M. Peeters and M. Eliantonio (eds.),
EU Environmental Law Research Handbook,
Edward Elgar, 2020, 265-279.


