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HIGHLIGHTS OF
THE RESEARCH
PROGRAM

1.

Established in 1983, the Centre for Environmental Law (CEL),
Macquarie University is Australia's oldest continually functioning
environmental law centre. 2021 has been an extraordinary year in
the history of CEL. Travel restrictions, border closures, lockdowns,
university restructure and funding cuts are the new normal. Facing
all these challenges and uncertainties, CEL has made significant
progress towards its goal of developing a world-leading research
centre with world-changing impact on biodiversity law and
governance.

The CEL mission is to drive transformative change through futures
focused interdisciplinary legal research that provides cutting edge
solutions to the global challenges of biodiversity loss and
extinction crisis. Building upon a deep philosophical foundation of
reimagining human-nature relations, CEL aims to develop sound
legal and policy tools to address unprecedented planetary-scale
biodiversity loss.
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In 2021, Centre members have published a total of 27 refereed
journal articles and book chapters in high quality outlets, such as
Marine Policy, Journal of Environmental Law, Ocean and Coastal
Management, Journal of Environmental Management, Ecology and
Society, Nature Climate Change. Dr Michelle Lim’s paper “Extinction:
hidden in plain sight– Can stories of 'the last' unearth environmental
law's unspeakable truth?" published in the Griffith Law Review won
The Law and Society Association for Australasia and New Zealand
(LSAANZ)’s 2021 Publication Prize.

Within a challenging funding landscape, the Centre has been highly
successful in attracting external research income. For example, A/Prof
Nengye Liu’s project “The Rise of China and the Future Governance of
the High Seas” (US$24,000, 2021 – 2023) was one of four projects in
the Asia-Pacific Region funded by Chiang Ching-kuo Foundation for
International Scholarly Exchange. Furthermore, A/Prof Andrew
McGregor kicked-off his $4.5 million project “Next generation
agricultural extension: social relations for practice change” this year,
funded by Australian Centre for International Agriculture Study.

  LSAANZ publication prizes Online Ceremony, 10 December 2021
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The Centre maintains a vibrant HDR community of 13 PhD/MRes
students (with one completion). Three new PhD students, Jiliang Chen,
Miaomiao Yin and Asanka Edirisinghe were awarded full scholarships
and will commence their PhD projects at CEL from early 2022. Moreover,
CEL is fortunate to run a Student Volunteer Program with a selected
group of 10 high calibre Macquarie law students.

  
Based on the Centre’s strong expertise in the field of biodiversity law and
governance, CEL has generated significant research impacts within and
beyond academia. The Centre members virtually delivered more than 20
presentations in international and national conferences and webinars.
On 6 – 8 July 2021, CEL’s 2021 Flagship Conference “Global Dialogue
on Biodiversity Law and Governance: Transformative Pathways to
Living in Harmony with Nature” attracted a total of 528 people from
30 countries to participate in nine vibrant panel discussions.
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The Centre’s expertise is constantly
sought and highly recognized by the
media (e.g., ABC News) and industry
partners. For example, CEL Director
A/Prof Nengye Liu was named a finalist
of the Academic of the Year by The
Lawyers Weekly's Australian Law
Award 2021. He also addressed the
European Parliament ahead of the
2021 World Ocean Day on the
protection of Antarctica. 
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Professor Shawkat Alam was invited by Australian Department of Foreign
Affairs and Trade (DFAT) to discuss the nexus between climate change and
trade law. Moreover, Dr Michelle Lim, the Centre’s Lead for Research Strategy,
was one of 50 international experts (and the only author from the legal
discipline) selected to co-author the first ever collaboration between the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) and Intergovernmental
Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES) – The
IPBES-IPCC Co-sponsored Report on Biodiversity and Climate Change. 

Further details of the Centre's future research direction and activities are
provided below. Lists of research outputs, grants received, and event brochures
are included in the Appendix

  CEL hosted the Australian Briefing and Uptake Event of the IPBES-IPCC report. The event
was well attended with almost 100 participants from  across Australian governments,

NGOs and academic institutions.  





Strong
research
output, in
terms of

quality, quantity
and impact

2. PROGRESS AGAINST
OBJECTIVES AND KPIS

STRATEGIC 
AIM INDICATORS PLAN FOR 2021

STATUS AT
15.12.2021

Have a publication rate of
12-15 A1/B1/C1 outputs
per annum in ERA highly

ranked journals and
presses




Maintain publication rate
across Centre Members.

One special issue on
biodiversity law and

governance with a Q1
journal (e.g., Review of

European, Comparative and
International Environmental

Law)

A collective total of 22 articles
published or accepted and

an additional 5 book
chapters published. A special
issue is being developed,  to

be published in 2022 

The Law and Nature Dialogue
Monthly Webinar Series ran

between February and October. 



The Global Dialogue on
Biodiversity Law and Governance,

6-8 July was a huge success



CEL 2021 Annual Lecture with
Elizabeth Mrema, Executive

Secretary of the Secretariat of the
Convention on Biological Diversity

was successfully held on 17
November.



Centre members virtually
delivered more than 20

presentations in international and
national conferences and

seminars.



Centre members were elected to
serve key organizations, .e.g.,

American Society of International
Law and journals, e.g., Marine

Policy



To increase the
Centre’s

reputation and
recognition

among national
and

international
peers in the

focused area of
Environmental

Law

Peer recognition
indicators

Centre members in
chair positions of

significant
environmental

organisations and
journals.



Host a flagship event
– Australia-China-US
Trilateral Dialogue on
Biodiversity Law and

Governance
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Continue to build networks
that lead to peer

recognition indicators,
including invitations to

review papers, ARC
projects, examine theses,

and deliver
lectures/presentations.



CEL to hold its

webinar/workshop series,
including an annual lecture

in late 2021. CEL to
organise the Tri-lateral
Dialogue in mid-2021.
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To maintain a
high standard

of ongoing
education for

centre
members

through the
provision of a

teaching-
research

nexus

STRATEGIC 
AIM INDICATORS PLAN FOR 2021

STATUS AT
15.12.2021

On time completions,
research output from HDR

candidates
Student volunteer intake;
seminars of relevance to

HDR candidates;
opportunities for student
involvement with Centre

activities 
Joint publications between

members and HDR
candidates

CEL members to continue to
expand and support growing

pool of HDR students,
including through mentoring

workshops (for students),
team-based supervision and

peer support (mentoring junior
colleagues). CEL to continue to
provide an opportunity for UG

& PG students to serve as
volunteers in the Centre. 



Continue to encourage Centre

members to mentor HDR
students to publish in high
quality journals and to co-

publish where appropriate.

Ethan Beringen commenced
his Master of Research thesis
at the beginning of the year. 



The CEL recruited 3 new PhD
students and had one HDR

completion this year.



10 student volunteers were
accepted this year.




CEL now boasts a solid
identity/mission statement,

a clear structure of
governance and

communication guidelines.
The above is underpinned
by a bottom-up, voluntary
and contribution-based
approach across four
dynamic pillars of the
Centre: 1) Research

Strategy, 2) Education and
Training, 3) Industry

Engagement, 4)
Communication

To refine the
research scope
of the Centre in

alignment of
the strategic

research focus
of the

University,
Faculty of Arts
and Macquarie

Law School

Peer recognition
Collaboration with

academics in different
faculties and research

centres.



Refined Centre research
focus, with clear scope

and objectives.



Publications with new
research partners

throughout the
University.

CEL to continue compiling list
of academics and external
partners who may wish to

collaborate with Centre
members on interdisciplinary

research projects falling within
the scope of CEL’s new

research focus.
  

CEL will workshop to deliver a
detailed publication and

external grants application
plan at the beginning of 2021. 



In 2021, the Centre has organized a series of events and built up its
communication platform to nurture its academic excellence, while
actively engage with the outside world based upon our expertise
(Excellence Plus). For example,

Established in February 2021, The CEL Law & Nature Dialogues
monthly webinar series have welcomed world-leading biodiversity law
scholars from prominent institutions ranging from Wuhan, Ghent,
Canterbury, Tasmania, Strathclyde, UC Berkeley, Oxford, and Singapore.
The Law & Nature Dialogues have provided an important platform for
extending and consolidating CEL's collaborative networks. The
Dialogues also created a unique opportunity to connect CEL’s early
career researchers with these scholars through organizing and/or
chairing.  Each webinar now reaches 1,500+ people from academia,
governments, corporates, law firms, NGOs, and international
organizations with interests in biodiversity issues across the globe.
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 Law & Nature Dialogue 2021 S1 Program
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 The Global Dialogue Call for Papers

CEL’s 2021 Flagship Conference: the “Global Dialogue on
Biodiversity Law and Governance - Transformative Pathways to
Living in Harmony with Nature”, 6 – 8 July, featured speakers from 18
countries spanning five continents to discuss cutting-edge issues
around biodiversity conservation law and governance. We are honored
to welcome several high-level speakers, such as H.E. Ambassador Arif
Havas Oegroseno (Indonesian Ambassador to Germany, Former
Deputy Minister for Maritime Affairs), H.E. Ambassador Janine Coye-
Felson (Deputy Permanent Representative for the Permanent Mission
of Belize to the UN), and Former Chinese Supreme Court Judge
(Environmental Law Chamber) Prof Tianbao Qin. 

Over the course of three days, leading and emerging scholars (from
institutions such as Cambridge, Melbourne, ANU, UNSW, Pretoria,
Colorado, as well as organizations such as the Natural History Museum
London, Conservation International and Pew Charitable Trust)
contributed to nine vibrant and high-quality panel discussions and
debates. 528 people from 30 countries registered to participate in this
online conference. A special issue to be edited by Dr Michelle Lim will
be published by a prominent journal in 2022.



The Centre welcomed Ms. Elizabeth
Mrema, Executive Secretary of the
Secretariat of the Convention on
Biological Diversity to virtually deliver its
2021 Annual Lecture “Mainstreaming
Biodiversity and the Role of Law” on 17
November 2021. More than 300 people
from 40 countries registered to attend
this high-level event, which was chaired by
Justice Brian Preston (Chief Justice, NSW
Land and Environmental Court). The
Annual Lecture is a CEL tradition to
feature the most esteemed environment
and environmental law scholars and
practitioners. Past speakers include
Justice Brian Preston (2015), Rob Stokes
MP (2016), Prof Lesley Hughes (2017),
Senator Mehreen Faruqi (2018) and Jane
Goodall (2019).
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Centre Blog:
 https://lawandnaturedialogue.wixsite.com/macquariecel



In August 2021, the Centre launched
our own Blog “Law and Nature
Dialogue”, with aim to publish
cutting edge opinion pieces on
biodiversity Law and Governance.
The Blog is created and managed by
CEL Deputy Director Paul Govind
and his student volunteers team.
Paul’s team also manages CEL
Twitter Account (@MacquarieCEL)
and YouTube Channel:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrwx
BVWxqtt7Cw6XqajITrg.

https://www.linkedin.com/feed/hashtag/?keywords=biodiversity&highlightedUpdateUrns=urn%3Ali%3Aactivity%3A6834416006132310016
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3. MEMBERSHIP
OF CENTRE

 
CEL provides a vibrant research environment to support its
members’ career development. Through Centre events,
communication platforms and networks, the Centre aims to
cultivate a highly competitive team with solid track record (joint
publications, joint HDR supervisions and grants) in the field of
environmental law, raise the CEL team’s profile as a group of
leading biodiversity law and governance experts, and eventually
achieve our academic goals, while exceeding the University’s
expectations.

The CEL team is largely voluntary, this means:

1. the Centre does not intervene in member’s individual
research, teaching and service agenda and workload.

2. the Centre, as an open platform, takes a bottom-up and
contribution-based approach for events, publications, grant
applications and other collaborations. Whoever within the CEL
initiates and has the greatest contribution will be the lead of
that particular publication, event and/or grant application. 



The Advisory Board is comprised of the following distinguished members:

Prof. Ben Boer (Emeritus Professor at the University of Sydney)

Prof. Lesley Hughes (Distinguished Professor of Biology, Pro Vice-
Chancellor (Research Integrity & Development) at Macquarie University)

The Hon. Justice Brian Preston SC (Chief Judge of the Land and
Environment Court in New South Wales)

Prof. Benjamin J. Richardson (Professor in the University of Tasmania’s
Faculty of Law and the Institute for Marine and Antarctic Studies)

Prof. Qin Tianbao (Professor and Director of Research Institute of
Environmental Law, School of Law, Wuhan University, China)

Prof. Nilufer Oral (Director, Centre for International Law, National
University of Singapore)

Dr Nick Brunton (Partner, Norton Rose Australia)
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A D V I S O R Y  B O A R D

The Centre welcomes Prof Lesley Hughes (left) and Prof Nilufer Oral (right), who
joined the Advisory Board in 2021. 






Attending CEL executing meetings scheduled by the CEL Director;
Ensuring that part of an individual’s research agenda is aligned with CEL’s    
 research focus;
Promoting the Centre’s reputation within and beyond Macquarie University;
Contributing to the Centre’s Annual Report and three-years Strategic Review
(here contribution means quality publications, research income, HDR
recruitment/completion and impact, such as media engagement and
submission to Parliamentary enquiries)
Contributing to the Centre’s future development to achieve its goals and visions 

The current Executive Group includes Nengye Liu (Associate Professor, Director,
Macquarie Law School), Paul Govind (Lecturer, Deputy Director, Macquarie Law
School), Michelle Lim (Senior Lecturer, Macquarie Law School) and Peter Davies
(Associate Professor, Department of Earth and Biological Sciences)

The membership of CEL Executive Group comes with commitments, which include:

1.
2.

3.
4.

5.

The CEL is therefore managed by a contribution-based structure of governance on
a daily basis, including four dynamic pillars. 
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E X E C U T I V E  G R O U P

1.  Research
strategy (led by
Michelle Lim

and Peter
Davies): The

Research Pillar
develops and

updates a clear
research

plan/roadmap
for the Centre.

2. Training and
Education (vacant):
The Training Pillar

monitors the Centre’s
Student Volunteers

Program, liaises with
PACE (e.g., NSW Land

and Environmental
Court), and will

potentially organize 
 the Environmental

Law Moot Court (e.g.,
in CEL 40 / 2023),

provide training for
industry partners to

generate income.

3.  Industry
Engagement (led
by Paul Govind):

The Industry
Engagement Pillar
fosters relations

with industry
partners, in

particular law firms,
corporates, and
governments.

4.  Communication
(led by Paul

Govind): The
Communication
Pillar manages
Centre Twitter,

YouTube Channel,
Law & Nature

Dialogue Blog, and
will potentially

develop Centre
marketing
materials.
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W H O ' S  W H O  O N  T H E  E X E C U T I V E ?  

Dr Nengye Liu, Director

In 2021, A/Prof Nengye Liu was elected as Co-Chair,
International Environmental Law Interests Group,
American Society of International Law; Member
of the Governing Board (Oceania), IUCN Academy
of Environmental Law;
In 2021, A/Prof Nengye Liu was invited to serve as a
member of Editorial Board for Marine Policy, and
Ocean Development and International Law

Paul Govind, Deputy Director

In 2021, Paul Govind was
appointed as Asia-Pacific Director,
The Global Network for Human
Rights and the Environment

Dr Michelle Lim 

In 2021, Michelle Lim was appointed to the Advisory
Board of Ambio (journal published by Royal Swedish
Academy of Sciences).

A/Prof Peter Davies

In 2021, Peter Davies was Appointed
as a member of NSW Independent
Metropolitan Water Advisory
Panel 



In 2021, the Centre is very pleased to welcome new members, such as 

Prof Surya Deva, Chair of UN Working Group on Business and Human Rights,
Professor at Macquarie Law School  (left)

A/Prof Andrew McGregor, Research Director of the Department of Geography and
Planning, Faculty of Arts, Macquarie University (Andrew is a focal point driving
collaborative research between CEL and Human Geography)  (centre)

Dr Joseph Maina Mbui, Senior Lecturer, Department of Earth and Biological
Sciences (Maina is a 2020 Eureka Prize winner working at the marine science-policy
interface) (right)

Membership of the Centre is
open to full-time academics
across all departments within
Macquarie University, with aim
to foster interdisciplinary
collaboration. 

M E M B E R S
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CEL-Human Geography Collaborative Brainstorm Workshop, 4
May 2021. From left to right: Paul Govind, Nengye Liu, Sandie

Suchet-Pearson, Michelle Lim, Donna Houston, Fiona Miller and
Andrew McGregor

The Centre’s membership also includes Prof Shawkat Alam (CEL Director 2013 –
2020), Dr Shireen Daft and Prof Tina Soliman-Hunter, all from Macquarie Law School.



G L O B A L  A S S O C I A T E S

CEL Global Associate Programme is open to academics and industry partners
outside Macquarie University and those otherwise affiliated with Macquarie
Law School, in order to consolidate CEL’s broad international and domestic
academic and industry networks. In 2021, the CEL welcomed new associates,
including
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Dr Cassandra Brooks, Assistant
Professor in Environmental
Studies, University Colorado
Boulder, United States.

Dr Phillipa McCormack,
Lecturer of Law, University of
Tasmania/Postdoctoral
Researcher, University of
Adelaide. 

Mr Cai Yongsheng, Senior Legal
Officer, International Seabed
Authority 

Ms Ipshita Chaturvedi,
Partner, Dentons Rodyk
(Singapore).

CEL Global Associates also include Dr Judith Preston, Zara Bending and The
Hon. Robert Stokes MP.



4. HDR
STUDENTS
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The Centre was highly successful in Macquarie University’s International
HDR Main Scholarship Round 2021. Asanka Edirisinghe and Jiliang Chen
secured full scholarships (Tuition waiver + stipend) in this extremely
competitive round to conduct their PhD projects at CEL. 

Asanka Edirisinghe is currently a Senior Lecturer at the Faculty of Law,
General Sir John Kotelawala Defence University in Colombo, Sri Lanka.
Julian Chen is a researcher and campaigner working for Chinese
environmental NGO Greenovation Hub, based in Shanghai. Moreover,
Miaomiao Yin will also join the Centre in 2022 to conduct her Cotutelle
PhD between Macquarie University and Zhejiang University, funded by
an MQ-China Scholarship Council Postgraduate Scholarship.

Asanka Edirisinghe Jiliang Chen Miaomiao Yin



Najnin Begum, Access to Environmental Information and Public Participation in Environmental
Decision-making Process in Bangladesh (PhD) (Primary supervisor – Shawkat Alam). Completed
2021

Zara Bending, Governing the International Illegal Trade in Wildlife: How the law of treaties and rules
of the WTO contend with the trade in rhino horn (PhD) (Primary supervisor – Shawkat Alam;
Associate supervisor Shireen Daft)

Ana Napoli Carneiro, How can the Water Act 2007 deliver distributive water justice for rural
communities, given the predicted impacts of climate change on the Murray-Darling Basin? A study of
the Barwon-Darling Catchment of New South Wales, Australia (PhD) (Primary supervisor – Andrew
Burke; Associate supervisor – Michelle Lim)

Paul Govind, The resistance of Environmental Law to the epistemic change of the Anthropocene - Can
this resistance be broken? (PhD) (Primary supervisor – Shawkat Alam; Associate supervisor –
Michelle Lim)

Ethan Beringen, Australia and Conservation of Marine Living Resources in Areas beyond National
Jurisdiction (MRes completion in 2021, progression to PhD in 2022) (Primary supervisor – Nengye
Liu; Associate supervisor – Michelle Lim)

Jiliang Chen, Effective governance of the global commons: the case of Area Based Management
Tools/Marine Protected Area in the High Seas (PhD, commence in 2022) (Primary supervisor –
Nengye Liu; Associate supervisor – Maina Mbui)

Miaomiao Yin, Interaction between International Law and International Relations in the Future
Evolution of the Antarctic Treaty System (PhD, commence in 2022) (Primary supervisor – Nengye
Liu)

Asanka Edirisinghe, Towards a Return to Ecocentrism in Sri Lankan Law (PhD, commence in 2022)
(Primary supervisor – Shawkat Alam; Associate supervisor – Michelle Lim)

Sandesh Neupane, Associating Environmental Policies, Illegal wildlife trade and Indigenous
communities in Nepal (MRes) (Primary supervisor – Shawkat Alam; Associate supervisor –
Michelle Lim)

Ioannis Rigkos, Commoning in the Anthropocene (Primary supervisor – Andrew McGregor)

Milena Bojovic, Dairy transitions in Aotearoa / NZ (Primary supervisor – Andrew McGregor)

Tshering O’Gorman, Climate policy, governance and justice in Nepal (Primary supervisor – Andrew
McGregor)

Evelyn Iverson, Planning for food justice in Sydney (Primary supervisor – Andrew McGregor)

L I S T  O F  H D R  S T U D E N T S
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5. STUDENT
VOLUNTEERS

The Centre recruited 10 high calibre MQ
law students, through a competitive
process, into our student volunteer
program in 2021. Sarah Vanderfield,
Oliver Moss, Madison Toohey, Monica
Pedro, Isabella Knowles, Gabrielle Clark,
Tammany Kulkarni, Nischala McDonnell,
Micah Bawden and Andrew Mahler
assisted the CEL Executive team with tasks
such as writing blog posts, assisting with
CEL events and research tasks.
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Under the supervision of CEL Deputy
Director Paul Govind, the
communications team (Nischala
McDonnell, Micah Bawden and
Andrew Mahler) made significant
contributions to the Centre’s
development, such as establishing the
Centre’s, now vibrant, twitter account.



6. CENTRE
BUDGET
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Based in the most recent ledger report $10,000 has been expended to
date from the Faculty of Arts Contribution to the Centre (total
contributions $10,000).

F I N A N C I A L  S T A T E M E N T



7.COLLABORATIVE
FUTURES
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 F O R T H C O M I N G
C O L L A B O R A T I V E

O U T P U T S
CEL activities, with members and others, facilitates academic collaboration
within and beyond Macquarie University. For example, the 'Environmental
Law's Extinction Problem - online workshop', co-hosted by QUT Law and CEL in
November 2020, resulted in three publications in 2021 by two CEL members
(Michelle Lim and Paul Govind) in Australia's premier social-legal journal (A*) -
The Griffith Law Review.

CEL Deputy Director Paul Govind and Executive Member Michelle Lim have
had the book chapter "Biodiversity – the neglected lens for reimagining
property, responsibility, and law for the Anthropocene" accepted for
publication in Burdon, Peter and James Martel, Anthropocene Handbook. 

Three publications led by CEL HDR candidate Ethan Berringen with co-authors
CEL Director Nengye Liu and Executive Member Michelle Lim are currently
under review by prominent journals. 

The manuscript "CHANS-Law: preventing the next pandemic through the
integration of social and environmental law" led by Dr Kirsty Davies (former
CEL member and Macquarie Law School staff member), co-authored by CEL
Executive member Michelle Lim, Advisory Board member Qin Tianbao and Dr
Philip Riordan is currently under review by a peer-reviewed publication. 

The manuscript "Towards a transnational approach to transboundary haze
pollution: Governing traditional farming in fire-prone regions of Indonesia" led
by CEL member and former CEL Director Prof. Shawkat Alam and co-authored
by Laely Nurhidayah (CEL PhD Graduate) and Michelle Lim (CEL Executive
Member) has been submitted to a peer-review publication. 



F O R T H C O M I N G  C E L  E V E N T S

From 9-11 February 2022,
CEL will host the 8th Frontiers
Colloquium in Environmental
Law, together with New
Zealand Centre of
Environmental Law,
University of Auckland.
Frontiers is the key annual 
 environmental law event in
Oceania. This year's theme is
"Responsibility in the
Anthropocene'. Organisation
is led by CEL Deputy Director
Paul Govind. 

F O R G I N G  L A W  A N D
G E O G R A P H Y  C L U S T E R  I N

2 0 2 2
CEL is delighted about its burgeoning collaboration with six members of
the Department of Geography (including CEL member Associate Professor
Andrew McGregor). In November 2021, CEL and Geography participated in
a further collaborative workshop to set out next steps for joint exploration
of issues and challenges on the issue of biodiversity offsetting.
Geography's Associate Professor Donna Houston has kindly arranged for
research assistance to perform a preliminary literature review on the
topic. CEL Deputy Director Paul Govind and Executive Member Michelle
Lim have drafted a structure for exploring the topic from an
interdisciplinary perspective. 
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@MacquarieCEL tweet promoting
the 8th Frontiers in Environmental Law
Colloquium



APPENDIX 1
2021 OUTPUTS

BOOK CHAPTERS

Shawkat Alam, ‘Intellectual property rights and other trade and
development challenges’ in M. Shahabuddin (ed.), Bangladesh and
International Law (Routledge, 2021) 181-193.  

Shawkat Alam, ‘The collective rights of Indigenous peoples, environmental
destruction, and climate change’ in Erika Techera (et. el eds), Routledge
Handbook of International Environmental Law (Routledge, London 2021) 359-
371. 

Shawkat Alam, ‘The development-environment nexus promises and perils
of global governance’ in Zafarullah, H. & Huque, A. S. (eds.), Handbook of
Development Policy (Edward Elgar, 2021), 137-146. 

Shawkat Alam, ‘Technology assistance and transfers in international
environmental law’ in Rajamani, L. & Peel, J. (eds.), Oxford Handbook of
International Environmental Law (Oxford University Press, 2021), 956-971. 

Pickering, Jonathan; Brendan Coolsaet; Neil Dawson; Kimberley Suiseeya;
Christina Inoue, Michelle Lim, ‘Rethinking and upholding justice and equity
in transformative biodiversity governance.’ Ingrid Visseren-Hamakers;
Marcel Kok (eds) Transforming biodiversity governance (Cambridge
University Press, 2021)
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Ethan Beringen, Nengye Liu and Michelle Lim, “Australia as a Middle
Power: Challenging the Narrative of Developed/Developing States in
International Negotiations Surrounding Marine Genetic Resources”, Ocean
Development and International Law (2021) 52 (2), 143-168 (Impact Factor:
1.541).

Nengye Liu, “China’s Regulation of its Distant Water Fishing Fleets”,
International Journal of Marine and Coastal Law (2021) 36 (1), 165-175
(Impact Factor: 0.667).

Nengye Liu, “China and One Hundred Years of the Svalbard Treaty, Past,
Present and Future”, Marine Policy (2021)124, 104354 (Impact Factor: 4.173)

Asanka Edirisinghe & Michelle Lim, “A Plea for Survival: Can a return to
eco-centrism strengthen the Legal protection of nature in Sri Lanka?” Asia
Pacific Journal of Environmental Law (2021) 24 (2).

Michelle Lim, “Fiction as Legal Method – Imagining with the more-than-
human to awaken our plural selves” (Commentary), Journal of Environmental
Law (2021) 33 (3), 501-505 (Impact Factor: 2).

Andrew Allan, Emily Barbour, Robert J. Nicholls, Craig Hutton, Michelle Lim,
Mashfiqus Salehin, Md. Munsur Rahman (2022) “Developing socio-ecological
scenarios: A participatory process for engaging stakeholders” 807 Science of
the Total Environment (Impact Factor: 7.963). 

Visseren-Hamakers, Ingrid J., Jona Razzaque, Pamela McElwee, Esther
Turnhout, Eszter Kelemen, Graciela M. Rusch, Álvaro Fernández-Llamazares
Ivis Chan, Michelle Lim et al. “Transformative governance of biodiversity:
insights for sustainable development.” Current Opinion in Environmental
Sustainability (2021) 53, 20-28 (Impact factor 6.984).

Akhtar-Khavari, Afshin, Michelle Lim, and Katie Woolaston, “Environmental
law’s extinction problem” Griffith Law Review (2021) 29 (4), 493-512.

J O U R N A L  A R T I C L E S
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Michelle Lim, “Extinction: hidden in plain sight–Can stories of 'the last'
unearth environmental law's unspeakable truth?.” Griffith Law Review (2021)
29 (4), 611-642.

Michelle Lim, “Biodiversity 2050: Can the Convention on Biological Diversity
Deliver a World Living in Harmony with Nature?” Yearbook of International
Environmental Law (2021) (https://doi.org/10.1093/yiel/yvaa079)

Lynch, Abigail J., Álvaro Fernández-Llamazares, Ignacio Palomo, Pedro
Jaureguiberry, Tatsuya Amano, Zeenatul Basher, Michelle Lim, Tuyeni Heita
Mwampamba, Aibek Samakov, and Odirilwe Selomane (2021) "Culturally
diverse  expert teams have yet to bring comprehensive linguistic diversity to
intergovernmental ecosystem assessments." One Earth (2021) 4 (2), 269-278

Michelle Lim, “Pandemics and unprecedented biodiversity loss in a
telecoupled world-what role for law?” Australian Environment Review (2021)
35 (7/8), 179-184.

Paul J. Govind, “Extinction in the Anthropocene and moving toward an ethic
of responsibility”, Griffith Law Review (2021) 29 (4), 534-560

Vijayan, A., Maina Joseph  Mbui., Lawson, R., Chang, H-C., Beaumont, L. J. &
Peter J. Davies,. “Land use planning to support climate change adaptation in
threatened plant communities”, Journal of Environmental Management.
(2021) 298, 113533, 1-11 (Impact Factor: 6.789)

Shawkat Alam, Mizanur Rahman, and Abdullah-Al Arif, “Challenges and
opportunities in artisanal fisheries (Sonadia Island, Bangladesh): the role of
legislative, policy and institutional frameworks”, Ocean and Coastal
Management (2021) 201, 105424, 1-12 (Impact Factor: 3.284)

Andrew McGregor, Rickards, L., Houston, D., Goodman, M. K. & Bojovic, M.,
Jul, “The biopolitics of cattle methane emissions reduction: governing life in a
time of climate change”, Antipode (2021) 53 (4), 1161-1185 

Andrew McGregor, “Just food transitions? Maximising the social benefits of
alternative proteins”, Food Australia (2021) 73 (1), 32-34

https://doi.org/10.1093/yiel/yvaa079
https://researchers.mq.edu.au/en/persons/maina-mbui
https://researchers.mq.edu.au/en/persons/maina-mbui
https://researchers.mq.edu.au/en/persons/maina-mbui
https://researchers.mq.edu.au/en/persons/michael-chang
https://researchers.mq.edu.au/en/persons/linda-beaumont
https://researchers.mq.edu.au/en/persons/peter-davies
https://researchers.mq.edu.au/en/persons/peter-davies/publications/
https://researchers.mq.edu.au/en/persons/peter-davies/publications/


Thoya, P., Joseph Maina Mbui , Mollmann, C. & Schiele, K. S., “Ais and vms
ensemble can address data gaps on fisheries for marine spatial planning”,
Sustainability (2021) 13 (7), 3769 (Impact Factor: 3.251)

Ernest F. Asamoah*, Linda J. Beaumont, Joseph Maina Mbui, “Climate and land-
use changes reduce the benefits of terrestrial protected areas”, Nature Climate
Change (2021) 11, 1105-1110 (Impact Factor: 25.29)

Raihan, F., Ondrasek, G., Islam, M. S., Joseph Maina Mbui., & Beaumont, L. J.
“Combined impacts of climate and land use changes on long-term streamflow in
the upper halda basin, Bangladesh”, Sustainability (2021) 13 (21), 1-15 (Impact
Factor: 3.251)

Thiault, L., Jupiter, S. D., Johnson, J. E., Cinner, J. E., Jarvis, R. M., Heron, S. F.,
Joseph Maina Mbui., Marshall, N. A., Marshall, P. A., & Claudet, J. “Harnessing
the potential of vulnerability assessments for managing social-ecological
systems”, Ecology and Society (2021) 26 (2):1 (Impact Factor: 4.403)

Joseph Maina Mbui, Bosire, J. O., Kairo, J. G., Bandeira, S. O., Mangora, M. M.,
Macamo, C., Ralison, H., & Majambo, G., “Identifying global and local drivers of
change in mangrove cover and the implications for management”, Global
Ecology and Biogeography (2021) 30 (10), 2057-2069 (Impact Factor: 7.148)

M E D I A  E N G A G E M E N T

Nengye Liu quoted by China Dialogue: Will Antarctic waters receive new
protection? 14 October 2021

Nengye Liu quoted by China Dialogue: Krill: the tiny creature with a huge ocean
footprint, 25 August 2021

Nengye Liu interviewed by The Lighthouse: Marine par for Antarctica relies on
EU engaging with China: law expert, 3 June 2021

Nengye Liu quoted by China Dialogue: 14th Five Year Plan, China’s carbon-
centered environmental blueprint, 25 March 2021

Nengye Liu quoted by Yahoo News AU: Dangerous turning point': Why this sea
voyage has scientists worried, 22 February 2021
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Nengye Liu, Jiliang Chen, “China and the Future of the Antarctic Mining Ban”
The Interpreter, 8 October 2021

Nengye Liu, “China and the Agreement to Prevent Unregulated High Seas
Fisheries in the Central Arctic Ocean” The Diplomat, 10 June 2021

Paul Govind, Nengye Liu, “Why the Davis aerodrome project as currently
proposed may undermine Australia’s leadership in Antarctica?” The Interpreter,
3 May 2021

Michelle Lim interviewed by ABC NEWS RADIO “Kunming Declaration aims to
halt and reverse biodiversity loss’, 11 October 2021, 5pm

Michelle Lim interviewed by Michael Slezak, AM with Sabra Lane, ABC Radio,
“Critical meeting to halt biodiversity loss’, 11 October 2021, 7am

Michelle Lim Podcast with Professor Anthony Burke, “Transformative change
for a world 'living in harmony with nature' - Can the Convention on Biological
Diversity get us there?", (Invited podcast, Navigating Uncertainty UNSW
Canberra, 17 August 2021

Michelle Lim interview by RTRFM, 'How the plan to protect the world’s wildlife
is falling short’, ‘Breakfast with Taylah’ Friday 23rd July 2021, 8.10am.

Michelle Lim interview by 2ser Radio, ‘Symbiotic Relationship Between
Biodiversity and Climate Change’, 21 July 2021

Michelle Lim, “Repeating mistakes: Why the plan to protect the world’s wildlife
falls short.” The Conversation 16 July 2021

Michelle Lim, “Raze paradise to put in a biofuel crop? No, there are far better
ways to tackle climate change.” The Conversation 13 July 2021

Paul J Govind, “A responsibility to protect – how the Sharma case could change
environmental decision-making in Australia”, The Global Network for Human
Rights and the Environment Blog 3 June 2021

Shawkat Alam, “Bangladeshi Delegate to COP26 have a tricky job on their
hands”, Daily Star, 30 October 2021

Centre for Environmental Law Annual Report 27



S U B M I S S I O N S  /  R E P O R T S

Michelle Lim, Author, IPBES-IPCC Co-Sponsored Workshop Report on
Biodiversity and Climate Change. One of 50 global experts (and only legal
scholar) selected to contribute to this report.

Paul J. Govind, Public Submission on Warragamba Dam Raising 

Peter Davies, Urban Forest Consulting, Hornsby Shire Council Urban Forest
Strategy

McAuley, A. and Peter Davies, 2021 Strategic and statutory planning review to
create our living river: Parramatta River Masterplan, Step 4. Final
Recommendations Paper. Prepared for Sydney Water Corporation and the
Parramatta River Catchment Group. 

Andrew McGregor, submission to the Senate Committee Enquiry into
definitions of meat and other animal products
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Andrew McGregor, interview by Country Today ACE Radio Network, “Cattle
methane emissions” 21 April 2021

Andrew McGregor, interview by The Lighthouse, “Climate Change: Cattle burp
issue on the rise” 14 April 2021

Zara Bending, quote by Australian Associate Press, “Taken to tusk: Elephant and
rhino ‘pink dye’ pics are wildly misleading” 21 May 2021

Zara Bending, quote by ABC News, “From tigers to chimpanzees, how cute social
media videos could be driving the exotic pet trade”, 8 May 2021

Zara Bending, quote by Refinery 29, “Why do women experience more eco-anxiety
than men?”, 26 July 2021

Zara Bending, interview by The Lighthouse, “Why the notorious pangolin deserves
our compassion” 10 February 2021
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Nengye Liu, Featured Panel: “Polar Governance for the Blue Earth: Messages
from Biodiversity COP15 and Climate COP26”, 14th Polar Law Symposium, Kobe
University, Japan, 23 November (invited)

Nengye Liu, “China and International Environmental Law: Balancing
Environmental Protection and Resources Use”, The Second Workshop of
Cambridge Handbook of China and International Law, School of Law, Wuhan
University, Wuhan, China, 19 November 2021

Nengye Liu, Sustainable Arctic Forum in the Celebration of 25 Years of the Arctic
Council, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Republic of Korea, Seoul, 10
November 2021 (invited)

Nengye Liu, “Is Australia’s Environment Protection and Biodiversity
Conservation Act Sufficient to Protect the Antarctic Ecosystem?” 28th Australian
and New Zealand Society of International Law Annual Conference, 30 June –
6 July 2021

Nengye Liu, “The Environmental Opportunity & Geopolitical Obstacle to the
Protection of the Southern Ocean”, EU Global Ocean Leadership: Winning
Protection of Antarctica & the Southern Ocean, European Parliament, 4 June
2021 (invited)

Nengye Liu, “China and International Environmental Law”, The First Workshop
of Cambridge Handbook of China and International Law, School of Law, Fudan
University, Shanghai, China, 24 April 2021

Nengye Liu, Plenary Talk: “The Polar Silk Road and the Future Governance of
Northern Sea Route”, Symposium China and the Arctic, A View to 2050,
Department of Geography, The University of Hong Kong, 23 April 2021 (with
Jan Solski)

Michelle Lim, “Implementation and Accountability in the Post-2020 Framework”,
IUCN Australia National Committee, “Post 2020 Global Biodiversity Framework
Workshop”, 29-30 November 2021 (invited)

C O N F E R E N C E
P R E S E N T A T I O N S  /  W E B I N A R  
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Michelle Lim, “Can the Convention on Biological Diversity deliver a world ‘living
in harmony with nature’”, Seoul Academy of International Law in
collaboration with the Centre for International Law of the Institute of Foreign
Affairs and National Security at the Korea National Diplomatic Academy, Virtual
International Conference “Post 2020 Global Biodiversity Framework: Exploring a
Path to ‘Living in Harmony with Nature’”, 25 November 2021 (invited)

Michelle Lim, “Fiction as Legal Method – Imagining with the more-than-human
to awaken our plural selves”, the Journal of Environmental Law - University
of Oxford - University of Lincoln Workshop: “Different Voices, Different
Knowledges”, 24 November 2021 (invited)

Michelle Lim, 'The past, present and future of the Convention on Biological
Diversity', 3rd International Conference on Law, Governance and Globalizations
(ICLGG 2021) of the Faculty of Law, Airlangga University, Indonesia. 3-4
November 2021 (invited)
 
Michelle Lim, “The role of emotions in shaping desirable environmental law
futures”, Invited speaker - Inaugural Environmental Law Doctoral Researchers
Workshop, Melbourne Law School’s Centre for Resources, Energy and
Environmental Law & UNSW Faculty of Law and Justice, 17 July 2021 

Michelle Lim, “Biodiversity 2050 – Can the Convention on Biological Diversity
Deliver a World Living in Harmony with Nature, Peking University, School of
Transnational Law, 7 April 2021 (invited)

Paul J Govind, “Environmental law at 'pandemic speed'? Why Loss and Damage
is key in responding to the accelerating extinction crisis” The Global
Environmental Crisis: Environmental Law as a Vaccine for a Planetary Pandemic’
Sixth Annual Rule of Law and Sustainable Development Seminar, School of Law,
University of Southampton, 19 February 2021

Paul J Govind and Michelle Lim, 'Biodiversity – the neglected lens for
reimagining property, responsibility, and law for the Anthropocene' - 7th
Frontiers in Environmental Law Colloquium, University of South Australia, 25
– 26 February 2021
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Shawkat Alam, Plenary Panel, In Conversation with Prof. Edith Brown Weiss,
8th Biennial Conference of Asian Society of International Law, UNSW
Canberra, 28 May 2021

Shawkat Alam, “Intersections between Climate Change Law and the WTO”,
Diplomatic Academy and Trade and Investment Law Branch at the
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 25 October 2021 (invited)

Ethan Beringen, “Australia’s Marine Protected Area Practice: Exploring
Interactions between National and International Law & Policy”, IX Strathclyde
Centre for Environmental Law and Governance Postgraduate Colloquium,
University of Strathclyde, 2-3 June 2021

Ethan Beringen, “Australia’s Marine Protected Area Practice”, Australia and
New Zealand Society for International Law 2021 Postgraduate Workshop,
7 July 2021

Judith Preston, Professor Tom Kerns and Professor Donna Craig “Youth
Climate Courts and Intergenerational Climate Justice. An Australian Case
Study”, 7th Frontiers in Environmental Law Colloquium, University of South
Australia, 25 February 2021

Judith Preston, Panellist on the Australian Business Biodiversity Initiative
Pre-COP Summit, 15 June 2021

Judith Preston, Presenter to Ku-ring-gai Municipal Council - Inclusion of
Youth in Climate Governance,1 September 2021

Judith Preston, “Climate change impacts on cultural heritage in the Torres
Strait Islands” LAWASIA Annual Conference, 16 November 2021

Judith Preston, “Fighting for their Future: Litigation for Intergenerational
climate justice”, LAWASIA 2nd Human Rights Conference, 9 October 2021



2021 – 2023, Nengye Liu, Primary Chief Investigator, Project title: “The Rise of
China and the Future of High Seas Governance”, Chiang Ching-kuo Foundation
for International Scholarly Exchange (US $24,000, success rate: 22.2%)

2019 – 2021, Nengye Liu, Chief Investigator, Project title: “Geopolitical Change
and the Antarctic Treaty System”, Australian Research Council Discovery
Grant (with Prof Marcus Haward (University of Tasmania), A/Prof Jeffery McGee
(University of Tasmania), Prof Timothy Stephens (University of Sydney), Prof
Shirley Scott (UNSW Canberra) and Dr Anthony Press (University of Tasmania)
(AU$466,000, success rate: 22.4%)

2021 – 2025, Andrew McGregor, Chief Investigator, Project title: “ Next
generation agricultural extension: social relations for practice change”,
Australian Centre for International Agriculture Study (Cook, B., McKinnon, K.,
McGregor, A., Utomo, A. & Peralta, $4.5m)

2021 – 2022, Andrew McGregor, Primary Chief Investigator, MQSN: Plant-
based Meat Pilot Research Project (McGregor, A., Houston, D., Rickards, L. &
Goodman, M. $19,940)

2021, Peter Davies and Paul Govind, Development and delivery of training
program on NSW Planning law and policy, NSW Environment Protection
Authority ($80,000)

G R A N T S
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APPENDIX 2 
FLYERS AND
CONFERENCE BOOKLET
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