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In this seminar I present findings from several recent studies – reported in recent publications – 

which have been based primarily on data extracted from the 1.9 billion word Global Web-based 

corpus of English (“GloWbE”). The design of GloWbE is described and comparisons drawn with other 

English corpora. The studies discussed, all of which are pursued within a World Englishes framework, 

focus on cultural key words, hypercorrection, grammatical variation, modals/quasi-modals, and 

negation phenomena. Explanations advanced for general patterns identified invoke, inter alia, 

Kachru’s “concentric circles” and Schneider’s “dynamic” models of World Englishes, 

colloquialisation, prescriptivism, SLA, and epicentrality.  
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