
Due to its size and surging economic growth, China could play a major role in solving

global environmental problems, especially through its implementation of multilateral

environmental agreements (MEAs). The Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) is

one of the most important MEAs in the world. China ratified then CBD in 1992 and

has implemented the CBD with changing willingness and ability since 1993. Factors

such as development philosophy and model, perception of national environmental

interest, economic and technological level, and attitude toward global environmental

governance have jointly determined China’s role in the implementation and its

evolution of “follower–major participant–active contributor
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Prof. QIN Tianbao

Prof. QIN Tianbao is a National Changjiang 
(Cheung Kong) Scholar and Luojia
Distinguished Professor of  Law. He is the 
Director of  the Research Institute of  
Environmental Law (RIEL), Deputy Director of  
the Research Center of  the Supreme Court of  
China on Environmental-related Judicial Theory, 
Professor of  the China Institute of  Boundary 
and Ocean Studies and the European Studies 
Centre, Wuhan University; Editor-in-Chief  of  
the Chinese Journal of  Environmental Law; 
Member and Vice Chair of  the Compliance 
Committee of  the Nagoya Protocol on ABS. He 
was Vice Dean for the School of  Law, and was 
Deputy Chief  Judge of  the Environmental 
Chamber of  the Supreme Court of  China.

Prof. Qin received his LL.B and LL.M degrees 
from Wuhan University. He finished his 
Doktorarbeit (doctoral dissertation) in Johann 
Wolfgang Goethe Universität Frankfurt in 
Germany and obtained his Dr. iur degree from 
Wuhan University. He has been a Post-doctoral 
Research Fellow in Ghent University, Belgium.

Prof. Qin’s current research focuses on the law 
and policy concerning biodiversity and 
biotechnology, water and ocean, climate change 
and energy, environment and health, and trans-
boundary environmental issues. Prof. Qin is 
author of  several books and more than 100 
articles in these fields. His recent publications 
include: Research Handbook on Chinese 
Environmental Law (Edward Elgar, eds), 
Principles of  International Biodiversity Law 
(CUPL Press), Legal Issues on Access to 
Genetic Resources and Benefit-sharing (WHU 
Press), Arctic Law and Governance: The Role of  
China and Finland (Hart Publishing, with Timo 
Koivurova, eds), Governing Marine Living 
Resources in the Polar Regions (Edward Elgar, 
with Nengye Liu, Cassandra M. Brooks, eds).


