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Despite the existence of well-established Pasifika communities in Australia, there has been
no examination of the English spoken by members of these communities in the
sociolinguistic literature. Yet we know from previous studies, particularly from a small body
of literature on Pasifika English in New Zealand, that Pasifika varieties of English may
exhibit key differences from ‘mainstream’ local varieties (e.g. Starks et al., 2015; Szakay &
Gibson, in press). Recently drill rap, a sub-genre of hip hop, has emerged as a new force in
the Australian musical landscape, with many drill rappers of Pasifika heritage. The most
prominent of these drill groups is ONEFOUR, a group of Samoan-Australian men from the
western suburbs of Sydney, who have achieved ground-breaking success as well as a level of
infamy previously unseen in Australian popular music. In this talk, we present a case study of
these Pasifika speaker/rappers to examine whether there is evidence of features of Pasifika
English in their speech. The results suggest that these speaker/rappers index their Pasifika
identities by employing markers of Pasifika English that show a level of divergence from
mainstream Australian English.
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