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The Hon. Carmel Tebbutt, MLC 30 April 2005
Minister for Education and Training
Parliament House, Sydney

Dear Minister

The Council of Macquarie University has the honour to submit the following
report of the proceedings of the University and audited financial statements for
the year ended 31 December 2004 for presentation to the New South Wales
Parliament.

The Annual Report and Financial Statements have been prepared in accordance
with relevant legislation, particularly the Annual Reports (Statutory Bodies Act
1983 (as amended) and the Public Finance and Audit Act 1983 (as amended). 

Yours sincerely

Maurice Newman
Chancellor

Emeritus Professor Dianne Yerbury
Vice-Chancellor
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In its Institutional Assessment 2004, DEST noted that Macquarie “has a comprehensive strategic 

planning process in place”. 

Macquarie’s  

ACADEMIC STRATEGIC DIRECTIONS 

are derived from the 

 

 

 

 

 

Divisional and Centre Plans 

 

 

 

Research  

Plan

Teaching and Learning 

Plan

Community Outreach 

Plan 

Backed up by  

various operational plans

Australia's IInnovative UUniversity
For 40 years, Macquarie has been "Australia's Innovative University". It is salutary to note how many initiatives, pioneered at Macquarie,
are now standard practice in higher education. It provided the first full science degree by distance education in the world (in 1967); the
first degree in Actuarial Studies in the English-speaking world; the first external law degree in Australia; the first MBA in New South Wales
… and the list goes on.

Another world-first in a university was the “Follow the Sun" 24x7 IT HELPDESK, hosted by Macquarie and the London School of
Economics. This won the "Good Practice Award" from the British Universities and Colleges Information Systems Association, and a "good
practice" citation in 2003 from the Australian Quality Assurance Agency (AUQA). Macquarie also pioneered the first privately funded on-
campus R&D Park in Australia. It was a Macquarie research student who first invented the term "proteomics", now widely used around
the world.

The branding "Australia's Innovative University" was commended by AUQA which observed: "there is no doubt that this slogan is well-
entrenched in the hearts and minds of the Council, management, staff and students of Macquarie, providing a clear, high-level sense of
direction." As "Australia's Innovative University", Macquarie became the first university to have its innovative marketing strategies
highlighted in the marketing profession's 2004 Volume of Superbrands as one of "Australia's Most Trusted Brands".

In 2004, the University celebrated its world-class innovators at a spectacular Innovations Awards Banquet, sponsored by the Australian
Financial Review, Dibbs Barker Gosling, InnovationXchange Network and Spruson & Ferguson. 

The winners, who exemplified the culture of innovation, were:

Professors David Skellern and Neil Weste, inaugural inductees in Macquarie's Innovators' Hall of Fame for their wireless LAN
technology and founding of Radiata Pty Ltd (which sold to CISCO Systems in 2001 in Australia's biggest-ever private IT transaction)

Commercial Innovation: Professors Duncan Veal, Peter Karuso and team, founders of Fluorotechnics Pty Ltd, for the development,
manufacture and commercialisation of proprietary fluorophores

Innovation in Teaching and Learning: Professor James Dalziel and team for the revolutionary e-learning tool, Learning Activity
Management System (LAMS)

Innovation in Research: Dr Helen Pask and Professor Jim Piper, developers of wavelength-versatile laser sources for the green-
yellow-orange-red spectral regions

Innovative Partnership: Professor Peter Eddey and team in partnership with the International College of Tourism and Hotel
Management for international teaching programs

Invention Disclosure: Associate Professor Karu Eselle and Mr Yuehe Ge for the Multi-band Mobile Antenna disclosure.
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