
et al. forthcoming). These may be signs of a 
certain wealth and the prominence of cereal agriculture (cattle used for ploughing) in the 
site’s economic subsistence respectively. 

Negev Highlands for different reasons. Storage jars arguably arrived merely as a means to 
transport commodities. Later on they were probably reused for storage purposes, joining 

group were probably a priori imported for their own sake. This holds true for the red-
slipped and burnished vessels (mainly bowls, kraters and jugs), which should be regarded 
as tableware. Wheel-made cooking-pots may have proved more practical than handmade 
cooking kraters for certain types of cooking.

in the Wadi Arabah (mainly Wadi Faynan), which after the disruption of the Cypriot copper 
trade at the end of the Late Bronze Age rose as the main copper provider of the southern 
Levant. This prosperity was not suspended with the military campaign of Pharaoh Sheshonq 
I (dated by us to the beginning of the early Iron IIA). Arguably, Sheshonq’s campaign was 
not aimed at disruption but at regaining control over the southern Levant in general and 

and Piasetzky 2008). If so, the Egyptian interest may even have fostered the prosperity 
in the south. This might also be traced in the Arabah copper districts themselves. While 
Sheshonq’s intervention was correlated with a temporary disruption in this region (Levy 
et al. 2008; Ben-Yosef et al. 2010: 744), it was tentatively also linked to a subsequent 
re-organization and technological innovations (Ben-Yosef 2010: 975–977). 

The economic boom in the south also stimulated the early Iron IIA settlement wave in 
the Negev Highlands, which in our view is to be understood as a sedentarization process 
of pastoral nomads. The motor for this sedentarization process was probably an interplay 
of various factors, such as (1) additional sources of income, (2) a surplus of exchangeable 
grain produced in the sedentary regions in the immediate north, both of which released 
the pastoral nomads from their total dependence on animal husbandry; and possibly, at the 
same time, (3) a transgression of the carrying capacity of the Negev Highlands, caused 
by the attraction of more and more nomadic groups due to the lucrative copper market, 
which may have forced parts of the population into sedentarization, including diminishing 
the size of their herds (Finkelstein 1995: 37–49).

While the earliest settlements in the Negev Highlands may date to as early as the late 
Iron I,38 it is no coincidence that the main phase of the settlement concurs with the peak in 

38 This is suggested by the presence of Midianite sherds (Cohen and Cohen-Amin 2004: 8*, 141), 
particularly at Kadesh Barnea Substratum 4c (Singer-Avitz 2008; Finkelstein 2010b); and by 
radiocarbon dates from Kadesh Barnea and Nahal Ela (Fantalkin and Finkelstein 2006: 20–21; 
cf. Bruins and van der Plicht 2005: 352; 2007). 



centuries BCE, highlighting the tight interconnection between these two regions. The abrupt 
end of the Negev Highlands settlement around the mid-9th century BCE, and the demise of 
the Arabah copper industry a few decades later, seem to have been a gradual process that was 

Damascene hegemony (Knauf 1991: 185; Fantalkin and Finkelstein 2006: 25, 28–31).
Building a model of the modus operandi of the commercial network in the south, it 

is proposed that, while the copper market was clearly the main motor of this system, the 
ways for the Negev Highlands population to partake in this system and to complement 
its traditional, pastoral subsistence pattern were manifold. From the petrographic analysis 
it has been deduced that parts of this population were engaged in mining and smelting 
activities in the Wadi Arabah copper districts. Adopting a paradigm of seasonal production 
in the Arabah copper districts in the cooler, wetter falls and winters (Levy 2009a: 152, 159; 
Ben-Yosef 2010: 965–966), these may have included a dispensable work force sent from 
within clans living in the more permanent settlements (mainly the enclosed compounds), 
as well as groups from the more temporary habitations, which continued their deeply-
rooted pastoral-nomadic lifestyle of seasonal movement.

Moreover, parts of the population were involved in the exchange of commodities with 
the adjacent sedentary communities further north, probably mainly grain in return for milk-
products, meat and wool. Within this framework a variety of wheel-made wares from these 
communities reached the Negev Highlands. It is feasible that these wares also underwent 
a secondary dissemination within the Negev Highlands itself. The petrographic analysis 
suggests a network that mainly includes the northern Negev, the southern (Philistine) 
coast and the Shephelah. Barring one or another candidate (e.g., Fig. 5: 26), links to the 

role in this network, a notion that counters Negev Highlands Paradigm 1. The wheel-made 

the region of their origin, or from a gateway centre such as Tel Masos. 
In sum, one may reconstruct a network that spans the southeast–northwest axis from 

the Wadi Arabah via the Beer-sheba Valley to the Mediterranean coast. Admittedly, based 
on the petrographic evidence alone, it can hardly be decided, from where the network 
was controlled—i.e., whether the copper districts in the Arabah were an independent 
authority (Copper Network A) or whether they were controlled from Cisjordan (Copper 
Network B). Be that as it may, it is clear that the advocates of Copper Network A, due 
to the lack of data, downplayed the link between the copper districts and the Negev 
Highlands (for certain concessions, see Ben-Yosef et al. 2010: 743–744), remaining 
gridlocked on an eastern extension to the Edomite plateau instead. The situation now is 
that in the Iron IIA tangible petrographic evidence and visible archaeology in the Negev 
Highlands can be contrasted with a contemporary hiatus in the archaeological record 
of the Edomite plateau.39

39 Based on the model of archaeological invisibility of tent-dwelling nomads, one cannot dismiss 
nomadic movements between the Wadi Arabah and the Transjordanian plateau as an additional 
option.


