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1st Circular with 
Draft Program 

Dear Polar Diatomists, 
 
It is a great pleasure, once more, to meet with you to discuss polar bio- and geoscience and what 
diatoms can tell us about the history of the Polar Regions, modern marine processes and possible future 
changes. Like in previous workshops, the Polar Diatom Taxonomy and Ecology Workshop (PDTEW) 
will provide the international community of polar diatom specialists and students with an opportunity 
to interact and discuss topical issues and new results that bear on recent and future research activities in 
the Polar regions. 
 
As you are aware this year the workshop will be hosted by Leanne Armand and held in Sydney, 
Australia, at the Department of Biological Sciences at Macquarie University. We are fortunate to be 
able to hold our workshop in the Department’s new interactive, teaching labs. Everyone will have 
access to a microscope with magnification up to x100 (oil) that is connected to an individual computer 
and images can be projected on the screen for all to see. So, no more queuing up to look down the 
microscope of others. 
 
We intend to put all relevant information regarding the meeting up on the website for you to consult 
(http://www.climatefutures.mq.edu.au/events/workshops/diatom_workshop/index.htm), however if you 
have any questions please do not hesitate to contact Veronica or myself. 
The following section contains information that we hope will help in organising your stay with us in 
Sydney. 
 
Funding Outcomes. 
Support to assist in covering some workshop costs for participants, such as registration fees, 
accommodation, flights has been received from ABRS (Australian Biological Research Study) a 
Program within the Department of Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population and Communities of 
the Australian Government; ARCNESS (ARC Research Network for Earth System Science; PAGES 
(Past Global Changes); and ANDRILL (ANtarctic geological DRILLing).  
 
Applications outcomes expected by end of May. We will inform applicants by e-mail. 
 
Registration. 
Registration fees are payable now or on arrival, at AUD$250 for students and AUD$350 non-students. 
For those wishing to pay in advance a tax invoice form will be made available on the website. Those 
paying on arrival will need to pay in cash or credit card (no cheques) upon registration on Sunday 
afternoon (3rd July) or Monday morning (4th July). Registration fees assist with morning and afternoon 
teas and the cost of the dinner and return bus from Taronga Zoo on the 6th July. Registrations to be 
received by 6th of June, if paying beforehand. 
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Accommodation 
For your stay during the workshop, student accommodation will be available at the Robert Menzies 
College (RMC), a 5min walking distance from the university, public transport and major shopping 
centre. Rooms are clean and neat and bathrooms are shared. Some ensuite rooms are available. Sheets 
and towels are provided. Accommodation is gender segregated and there is no alcohol permitted on the 
premises. Smoking is restricted to certain locations. Internet is available, through the duration of the 
workshop, and your computer will be subject to a ‘virus screen’ upon your check-in. 
Meals, breakfast, lunch and dinner, are served and available depending on your booking option. 
 

Breakfast is served at 6:30 till 11am 
Lunch is served at 12:15 till 1:30pm 
Dinner is served at 5:30 till 6:30pm. 

 
Packed lunches and later dinners (dinner that is put aside for you) are available upon request. If you 
have special dietary requirements please advise on booking. 
 
Prices have been obtained especially for the workshop and bookings can be done directly through the 
college, or through Veronica Peralta depending on the outcome of your funding applications (if you are 
successful in your funding application and accommodation is covered, complete the accommodation 
registration form on the college website and forward to Veronica to cover your payment). Follow this 
link http://rmc.org.au/conferences-guests/ for details on prices and how to book.  
Accommodation packages of breakfast; breakfast and dinner; breakfast lunch and dinner are available, 
but breakfast and lunch can be an option, upon your request, when booking. 
 
Getting Here 
The accommodation and workshop venue is close to public transport, Macquarie University train 
station and bus terminal so you will make your way here. Trains and taxis are available from the airport 
to Macquarie University. Approximate travel time between the airport and the accommodation is 
1hour. Taxis will cost no more than $100. Public transport cost will be no more than AUD$20, so 
please ensure you have at least this much in Australian dollars. 
 
Trains depart from Domestic and International Airport frequently. If you have a 'smart phone' you can 
download a free version of TrainView, TripView, for iPhone users – Sydney transport system 
timetable. 
Transport Options: 
 

1. Train from Domestic Airport or International Airport to Central Station, arriving at Platform 
21. Catch another train, on Platform 16 to Macquarie University Station. Walk to RMC, 5 
minutes. Most direct and cheapest option ($16.40). 
 
2. Train from Domestic Airport or International Airport to Wynyard Station, arriving at 
Platform 5. Take the 290 bus, to Epping, on Clarence St near Margaret St, arriving at RMC (3rd 
stop on Hering Rd, near Waterloo Rd). 
 
3. Train from Domestic Airport or International Airport to Wynyard Station, arriving at 
Platform 5. Take the 621 bus, to Castle Hill, on Clarence St near Margaret St, arriving at 
Macquarie shopping centre. Walk to RMC, 5 minutes. 
 

You can find more information about train and bus times using the following link, 
www.131500.com.au/ 
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Weather   
June is Australia’s first month of winter and the temperature can vary between 3C and 18 C. Humidity 
can be high and rainy days may prevail, but we’ll be inside mostly. So rugging up is suggested, 
depending on what you are used to, of course. 
Follow this link to keep up to date with weather forecasts in Sydney, NSW www.bom.gov.au/  
 
Draft Program. 
There is a draft program attached for your information. Updates will be made accordingly and become 
available. Lunch and dinner will be purchased by participants, themselves. There are a multitude of 
choices on and near the University. 
 
Ice Breaker. 
An Ice Breaker will kick off the workshop on the 3rd of July, Sunday where we can meet and greet 
casually before the start of the workshop. Lesley Hughes, ARCNESS representative and Head of 
Department of Biological Sciences will open the night and Leanne Armand, local workshop organiser 
will host the evening. It will be held in the Art Gallery at Macquarie University where an exhibition 
will be on, adding to the atmosphere of the night. Follow this link for more information on the Art 
Gallery, www.artgallery.mq.edu.au/.  
The Ice Breaker has been fully supported by Geoscience Australia. 
 
Poster session. 
The poster session will be preceded with a 1-minute hot seat introduction by Leanne Armand. This is 
so everyone can connect person to poster. Recommended size for posters is no larger than 1 x 1m. We 
will provide pins or velcro dots for display purposes.  
We ask that you supply via e-mail a maximum 1-page blurb with the following information in a word 
document no later than 6th June:  
 

Poster title:     Author list and affiliation: 
Presenter:    Brief abstract: (max 2 paragraphs). 

 
This information will be made available to all participants in the workshop booklet/CD. 
 
The Poster session will then be held on the 2nd floor of the Biology building and afternoon tea will be 
sponsored by ATA Scientific, Sydney. 
 
Taxonomic Sessions. 
If you are bringing slides please bring 30. A supporting letter will be required by you so that you can 
bring the permanent slides into Australia. Biology samples without this letter will be quarantined.  
Leanne Armand will provide this letter so please let Veronica know if you require this letter.  
Handouts/schedules for sessions can be printed out, if provided by 6th of June, to Veronica. 
 
Dinner. 
An iconic dinner will be held on Wednesday 6th of July at Sydney's Taronga Zoo at the Harbourview 
Garden Court. Canapés will be provided on arrival, followed by a set 2 course dinner, with beverages 
served. Cost for the dinner is included in your registration fee.  
Wednesday will be a relatively free day so you can choose to attend the zoo prior to the dinner. Entry 
to the zoo will be payable by you, at the zoo, AUD$44. Zoo hours are 9am to 5pm.  
You will make your way to the zoo/dinner by public transport and will be returned to the 
accommodation by bus, departing Taronga Zoo at 9pm. Travel time is approximately 1 hour.  
Transport: 
 

1. Train and Ferry: Take the train at Macquarie University to Wynyard Station, Platform 3. Go 
to Platform 6 and take a train to Circular Quay. Exit Circular Quay station and make your way 
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to Wharf 2, to take the ferry to Taronga Zoo. Walk to Taronga Centre, K34, on Taronga map, 
on workshop website. Approximate cost, $10. 

Funding Acknowledgments 
 
Sincere gratitude is given to the various organisations that have to date provided support to make this 
workshop happen. 
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